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ADMISSIONS TESTS FOR MEDICINE, DENTISTRY & VET SCIENCE
	UKCAT
	BMAT

	Online registration
Students must register themselves (registration opens 3 May 2011, closes 23 September 2011)
Computer based test taken outside school at a Pearson test centre at a date and time convenient to students (from 5 July to 7 October 2011)
Students are responsible for the cost (£65 before 31 Aug or £80 before 7 Oct)

IT IS THE STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO BOOK THE TEST

	School registers students
Student must inform school and complete request form early September 2011
Students are responsible for the cost (£42.50) 

Test is taken in school on 2 November 2011

IT IS THE STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO INFORM SCHOOL IF THEY WISH TO TAKE THE TEST


Medical Admissions Tests

· Trend towards admissions tests for UK universities

· Medical applicants must sit UKCAT, BMAT or both

· Admissions are very competitive

· Too many with all As on A-levels

· Test is an additional criterion

· A good score sets you apart

Medical Admissions Tests Timeline 2011
3rd May
UKCAT registration opens

5th July

First date to sit UKCAT

23rd Sept
UKCAT registration deadline

20th Sept 
Standard entry closing date for BMAT

7th Oct 

Last date to sit UKCAT

14th Oct 
Late entry closing date for BMAT

15th Oct 
UCAS deadline: medicine, dentistry, veterinary

2nd Nov 
BMAT test date

About the UKCAT
The UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) is used in the selection process by a consortium of UK university Medical and Dental Schools. 

The test helps universities to make more informed choices from amongst the many highly-qualified applicants who apply for their medical and dental degree programmes.

UKCAT Facts 
· UK Clinical Aptitude Test
· For medical and dental applicants
· Consortium of 26 universities

· Computer-based test

· Taken at Pearson VUE centres

· £65 to 31 August; £80 after

· Website: www.ukcat.ac.uk
Who should take the UKCAT
Candidates intending to apply in 2011 for entry to a relevant course in a UKCAT University in 2012 (or for deferred entry in 2013) are required to sit the UKCAT by the 7th October 2011 deadline.

Please note, UKCAT results are only valid for applications to universities in the year in which the test is taken. If your application to medical school is not successful and you re-apply the following year, you will be required to re-sit the UKCAT.

The UKCAT can be sat on a day and time to suit the candidate. Candidates may sit the test between 5 July and 7 October 2011.
UKCAT Universities
	University
	UCAS Course Code

	University of Aberdeen
	A100, A201

	Brighton and Sussex Medical School
	A100

	Barts and The London School of Medicine and Dentistry
	A100, A101, A200, A201

	Cardiff University
	A100, A104, A200, A204

	University of Dundee
	A100, A104, A200, A204

	University of Durham
	A100

	University of East Anglia
	A100, A104

	University of Edinburgh
	A100

	University of Glasgow
	A100, A200

	Hull York Medical School
	A100

	Keele University
	A100, A104

	King's College London
	A100, A101, A102, A202, A205

	Imperial College London Graduate Entry
	A101

	University of Leeds
	A100

	University of Leicester
	A100, A101

	University of Manchester
	A104, A106, A204, A206

	University of Newcastle
	A100, A101, A206

	University of Nottingham
	A100, A108

	University of Oxford Graduate Entry
	A101

	Peninsula College of Medicine and Dentistry
	A100

	Queen's University Belfast
	A100, A200

	University of Sheffield
	A100, A104, A200

	University of Southampton
	A100, A101, A102

	University of St Andrews
	A100, A990, B900

	St George's, University of London
	A100

	Warwick University Graduate Entry
	A101


UKCAT Test Format
The UKCAT takes 93 minutes to complete

	Section
	Questions
	Timing
	Scoring

	Verbal Reasoning
	44
	22 minutes
	300 – 900

	Quantitative Reasoning
	36
	23 minutes
	300 – 900

	Abstract Reasoning
	65
	16 minutes
	300 – 900

	Decision Analysis
	28
	32 minutes
	300 – 900


How the UKCAT is Scored

· First four sections:

300 – 900 

· What do most score?
500 – 700 

· What’s a good score?
600 or above

What students say after their 1st UKCAT
· “Impossible to finish”
· “I don’t get Abstract at all!”

· “I couldn’t see any patterns!”

· “Confusing”

· “Why does this matter for medical school anyway?”

· “Difficult to concentrate” 

· “These codes are so complicated!” 

· “I’ve never had to do maths that fast”
· “I didn’t realise it would be so tricky”
· “There is too much to read!”
UKCAT Sample Questions: Section 1
Verbal Reasoning
Section length:
Eleven passages; four questions each

22 minutes (one minute for instruction and twenty-one minutes for items)
UKCAT Sample Questions: Section 2
Quantitative Reasoning
Section length:
Nine data sets; four questions each

23 minutes (one minute for instruction and twenty-two minutes for items)
UKCAT Sample Questions: Section 3
Abstract Reasoning
Section length:
13 sets of shapes; 5 test shapes per set

16 minutes (one minute for instruction and fifteen minutes for items)
UKCAT Sample Questions: Section 4
Decision Analysis
Section length:
28 questions

32 minutes (one minute for instruction and thirty-one minutes for items)
UKCAT Challenges and Tips
· Too many Qs too little time!
· Unfamiliar Q Types

· Don’t leave any Qs blank!

· Have a strategy for each section

· Practise for pacing
Test preparation
You should take the time to familiarise yourself with the test. We strongly advise you to practise answering the types of questions that will be presented in the UKCAT, to familiarise yourself with the question styles, multiple-choice format and varying requirements of each subtest. The UKCAT website provides two fully timed practice tests to assist you in this preparation.

Free practice tests are also available from http://kaptest.co.uk/about/download-brochure.aspx
Getting Test Results

· UKCAT

· Results given at end of test

· Known before UCAS deadline

Website http://www.ukcat.ac.uk
	


About the BMAT
The BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT) is a subject-specific admissions test taken by applicants to certain medicine, veterinary medicine and related courses at the institutions

BMAT Facts
· BioMedical Admissions Test

· Required by five universities

· Offered only on 2nd November 2011

· Paper-based test

· Students register through school

· Fee: UK/EU Residents £42.50 plus school administration fee
· Website: www.bmat.org.uk
BMAT Universities
University of Cambridge (C05)

A100 Medicine

A101 Graduate Course in Medicine (not essential)

D100 Veterinary Medicine

Imperial College London (I50)

A100 Medicine

B900 Biomedical Science (3 year course)

University of Oxford (O33)

A100 Medicine

BC98 Biomedical Sciences

Royal Veterinary College (R84)

D100 Veterinary Medicine

D101 Combined Degree Programme

D102 Graduate Accelerated Veterinary Medicine Programme

UCL (U80)

A100 Medicine

University of Bristol (B78)

D100 Veterinary Science: The University of Bristol's Veterinary Science (D100) course will have access to candidates' BMAT scores FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES ONLY in 2011-12. The BMAT will NOT form part of the course entry requirements. For those candidates who are applying to the University of Bristol Veterinary Science (D100) course only, BUT NOT to any of the other BMAT-using institutions and courses, the BMAT will not be compulsory.

BMAT Test Format
The BMAT takes two hours to complete

	Section
	Questions
	Timing
	Scoring

	Aptitude and Skills
	35
	60 minutes
	1 – 9 

	Scientific Knowledge and Applications
	27
	30 minutes
	1 – 9 

	Writing
	1 (from 4)
	30 minutes
	0 – 5 & ACE


For more detailed information on scoring go to http://www.admissionstests.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/adt/bmat/about
BMAT Sample Questions: Section 1
Aptitude and Skills
Section length:
35 questions

Section timing:
60 minutes

Time per question:
Less than 2 minutes each

BMAT Sample Questions: Section 2
Scientific Knowledge and Applications
Section length:
27 questions

Section timing:
30 minutes

Time per question:
About 1 minute each

BMAT Sample Questions: Section 3
Writing

Section length: 
1 essay (choice of 4 tasks)

Section timing: 
30 minutes

Where do most students go wrong?

BMAT Challenges and Tips
· No calculators!

· Read Qs carefully

· Triage Qs to maximise marks

· Don’t leave any Qs blank!

· Plan before writing the essay
Test preparation
BMAT cannot be 'crammed' for; however, basic familiarity with a test's question and answer style will help you prepare.  Everything that you need to prepare for the BMAT is on, or mentioned on, the website, and you can practise the test with the specimen papers available for download.
Free practice tests are also available from http://kaptest.co.uk/about/download-brochure.aspx
Getting Test Results

· BMAT

· Results released 23rd November

· Find out after applying

Website http://www.admissionstests.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/adt/bmat
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