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Government Support

Bursaries and 
Scholarships

Managing Money



Tuition Fees

£9,250
Non-means 

tested tuition fee 
loans

UK students 
eligible

Support for EU 
students 
continues 

unchanged

Loans paid 
direct to the 
University



Living Cost Support

Government loans for Living Costs are also 
available to UK students.  

All UK students are eligible to apply for a 
minimum amount.



Living Costs 
 Maintenance loan available to all 
 Paid directly to you 
 But not everyone gets the same amount, it 

depends on:
– Where you study and live
– Whether you are a dependent/independent 

student 
– Your household income 
– Full or part-time study 



Living Cost Support, cont.

Non mean-tested loan of £4,168*.

OR
Means-tested loan up to £8,944 
for incomes up to £62,214 

* 2019/20 figure



Maintenance Loan Entitlement 2019/20
Household Income Maintenance Loan-living 

away from home and 
studying outside London

Maintenance Loan- living 
away from home and 
studying in London

Maintenance Loan- living 
with parents 

£0-25,000 £8,944 £11,672 £7,529

£30,000 £8,303 £11,020 £6,895

£35,000 £7,661 £10,367 £6,260

£40,000 £7,019 £9,714 £5,626

£42,875 £6,650 £9,339 £5,261

£45,000 £6,377 £9,062 £4,991

£50,000 £5,735 £8,409 £4,357

£55,000 £5,093 £7,756 £3,722

£60,000 £4,452 £7,103 £3,314

£62,215 or above £4,168 £5,812 £3,314



Student

University

Student 
Loans 

Company

Parent or 
Sponsor

Working together…



Means-testing Process

Household income verified with HMRC 
(Parent/Guardian/Partner).

Assessment based on income before Income 
Tax and National Insurance deducted.

Adjustment made for other children who are 
wholly or mainly financially dependent.



Repaying the Loans

Tuition fee 
Loan

Maintenance 
Loan Interest Repayment 

Amount

Whilst Studying and Until April after leaving 
course = RPI + 3% (6.3%)

From 6 April after leaving course where income 
is less than £25,000 = RPI (3.3%) 

From 6 April after leaving course where income 
is less more than £45,000 = RPI + 3% (6.3%)



Interest on Loans 1/2

Daily interest charged

Interest rate based on UK Retail Price Index (RPI)

Plus up to 3% on top of the RPI

Reviewed once a year in September



Interest on Loans 2/2

Whilst at University…

(and until the April 
following graduation)
• Interest charged at RPI plus 3% 
• RPI currently 3.3%
• So interest rate currently is 6.3%

After that…
• Interest is variable and is 

dependent upon your income.



Interest rate is variable and dependent on income
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Interest



Loan repayments

Student 
Loan 

balance

Repayments 
based on what 
you earn not 

what you 
borrowed

Repayments 
start when you 

earn over 
£25,000.

Repayments 
taken from 
your pay by 

your employer.

Written off after 
30 years



Loan repayments examples

Income Calculation Repayment 

Graduate A <£25,000* 9% of £0 = £0 £0

Graduate B £26,000* 9% of £1,000 = £90 £7.50 per month

Graduate C £30,000* 9% of £5,000 = £450 £37.50 per month

Graduate D £35,000* 9% of £10,000 = £900 £75.00 per month

Graduates* repay 9% of the amount earned over £25,725*

(*last year’s figures but easier to understand).



Extreme Case Study:

Further reading: 

www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-tuition-fees-
changes

Or search online for "Martin Lewis Student Loans Myths"

Tom wants to study agricultural sciences. His parents decide they don't want him getting the tuition 
fee loan and pay £28,000 from savings to pay his tuition fees, and give him £20,000 to live off over 
three years.

Tom graduates and then works for an overseas charity for 10 years. During this time he doesn’t 
earn over £25,000 p.a. When he returns, he gets married and becomes a full-time parent looking 
after three children.

They paid £48,000 for money Tom will never need to repay.



Apply to your 
Regional Funding 

provider

• Disabled Students’ Allowance
• Parents’ Learning Allowance
• Childcare Grant
• Adult Dependants’ Grant

Apply to HMRC 
or Local Council

• Child Tax Credits
• State Benefits (e.g. Housing Benefit)

Other sources of Government funding



Disabled Students Allowance 
 What are they?

– Cover some extra costs you have because of a mental health problem, long term illness or any other disability 
– On top of student finance & Non-repayable 
– How much you get depends on your needs, not household income  

 What DSAs can pay for?
– Specialist equipment, e.g. computers
– Non-medical helpers
– Extra travel because of your disability 
– Other disability-related costs of studying 

 DSAs do not cover disability-related costs that you’d have if you were not attending a course, or costs that any student might have 

 Need to attend a “needs assessment” (paid for) where you will receive a report listing equipment and other support you can get on your course 
– Do not buy any equipment until you’ve been assessed- you will not be reimbursed

 Eligibility 
– Learning difficulty, dyslexia or ADHD
– Mental health condition like anxiety or depression 
– Physical disability- partially sighted or have to use crutches
– Long-term health conditions such as cancer, chronic heart disease or HIV
– Undergraduate or postgraduate 
– Qualify for student finance 
– By studying a course that lasts a year 

 Full time student apply via student finance online Part-time students apply using DSAs paper application form 



Parents’ Learning Allowance 

 Help with your learning costs if you’re a full-time students with children 
 How much you get depends on your household income 

– Doesn’t have to be paid back 
– Is paid on top of your other student finance 
– Will not affect your benefits or tax credits 

 In the 2019/20 academic year, you could get between £50 and £1,716 a year 
– Paid in three instalments 

 Eligibility 
– Full-time undergraduate course 
– Initial teacher training course 
– Do not need to be paying for childcare to qualify 

 Apply online as part of your main student finance application 



Childcare grant 

 You may be eligible for help with your childcare costs if you:
– Are a full-time higher education student 

– Have children under 15, or under 17 if they have special educational needs 

– Eligible to get undergraduate student finance based on your household income 

– The children are financially dependent on you 

– your childcare provider is on the Ofsted Early Years Register or General Childcare Register - check with your provider

– if your child is cared for at home, the carer cannot be a relative and must be registered with an appropriate body - check with 
Student Finance England

– neither you or your partner are claiming Tax-Free Childcare, the childcare element of working Tax Credit or Universal Credit

– neither you or your partner receive help with childcare costs from the National Health Service (NHS)The grant 

– Does not have to be paid back 

– Is paid on top of you other student finance 

 What you’ll get depends on your household income and the number of children dependent on you
– For the 2019/20 academic year you can get 75% of your childcare costs or a fixed maximum amount, whichever is less

– Up to £169.31 a week for 1 child 

– Up to £290.27 a week for 2 or more children    

 Apply online as part of your main student finance application 



Adult Dependents’ Grant 
 If you’re a full-time student in higher education and an adult depends on you financially, you can apply for an Adult Dependents' Grant 

of up to:
– £3,007 for the 2019 to 2020 academic year

 The grant:
– does not have to be paid back
– is paid on top of your other student finance

 It depends on 
– Your income 
– The adult dependent's income 
– Your personal circumstances, for example if you’re married or have children
– What other grants you’re receiving, for example Childcare Grant 

 Usually the dependent will be
– Your husband, wife, partner or civil partner 
– A relative, such as a parent or grandparent

 If you’re under 25, the adult dependent cannot be you partner unless you’re married or in a civil partnership 

 You’re not eligible if the adult dependent is 
– Your child
– A relative who earns more than £3,796 a year 
– Is getting student finance 
– If you’re getting a postgraduate loan 

 Apply online as part of your main student finance application 



Universal Credit 

 You may be able to get Universal Credit if you’re studying full-time and 
any of the following apply:

– you’re aged 21 or under, in full-time non-advanced education and do not have 
parental support

– you’re responsible for a child
– you live with your partner and they’re eligible for Universal Credit
– you’ve reached the qualifying age for Pension Credit and live with a partner 

who is under that age

 you’re disabled and have limited capability for work and are getting:
– Personal Independence Payment
– Disability Living Allowance
– Attendance Allowance
– Armed Forces Independence Payment



NHS Bursaries 

 What you’ll get 
– A bursary – dependent on household income
– £1,000 grant from the NHS
– A reduced maintenance loan from Student Finance 

 Eligibility
– UK, Channel Islands or Isle of Man resident 
– Full or part-time NHS-funded course which will lead to you registering as a doctor or 

dentist.
– You can apply for an NHS bursary from your 5th year on the 5 or 6 year undergraduate 

course or from your 2nd year on the 4 year accelerated graduate course.
– Depends on household income 

 Apply to Bursary Online Support System account on the NHS student 
bursaries website 



Social Work Bursaries 

 Social work bursary doesn’t depend on your household income and doesn’t 
have to be paid back 

 Depends on 
– where you study
– whether you study full or part-time
– the cost of your tuition

 Eligibility 
– don’t get funding from their employer
– are studying an approved undergraduate or postgraduate course in social work
– don’t already have a higher education social work qualification

 Apply 
– Download forms from the NHS Business Service Authority 



Teacher Training funding 

 Undergraduates can get student finance for the following full or part-time 
teacher training courses:

– initial teacher training (ITT) - including early years
– school-centred initial teacher training (SCITT)

 Postgraduates can get student finance for the following full or part-time 
teacher training courses:

– ITT - not including early years
– Postgraduate Certificate of Education (PGCE)
– SCITT

 Bursaries 
– Dependent on what you’re training to teach



Your regional funding provider



How to apply for student funding

Make an 
application 

online
• www.gov.uk/student-finance

Enables 
automatic 
verification

• Identity and household income

Apply as 
early as 
possible

• Around February  
2020



Bursaries and Scholarships 
 Every fee-charging university must offer 

bursaries
– Every university is different- check their 

fees/funding pages 
 Most universities also offer various 

scholarships for sports, music or academic 
excellence 

 These are yours to keep- no repayments! 
 Check out www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk for 

different types of support 



• Subject-specific bursaries and scholarships

• Funding partnerships

University of Bristol Bursaries



Scholarships 
and Bursaries

bristol.ac.uk/fees-funding/undergraduate
Follow @UoBrisFunding on Twitter





The University of Bristol Bursary 

Household income Bursary Amount

£25,000 or below £2,060

£25,001- £30,000 £1,550

£30,001- £35,000 £1,290

£35,001- £40,000 £780

£40,001- £42,875 £520 

For 2019/20



Other Bursaries offered by 
The University of Bristol 

 Accommodation Bursary 
– For new undergraduates living in University-allocated 

accommodation

 Bristol Futures Scholarship
– Awards of up to £2,000 funded by University of Bristol 

Alumni 

 Bristol Stand Alone Bursary 
– £1,500 per year for undergraduates who are care 

leavers, estranged from their parents or who have no 
living parents 

 Unite Foundation Scholarship 
– Free accommodation in University-allocated Unite halls 



What are the benefits?

•Study 
something you 
really enjoy

•Learn from the 
experts

•Develop critical 
thinking and 
analysis 

Academic 
Benefits 

•330+ Societies, 
Sports Clubs 
and Support 
Networks

•Independence 

Social 
Benefits 

•Gain 
transferable 
Skills 

•Increased job 
and salary 
prospects 

Careers/ 
Financial 



What are the benefits? 

 Employment rates: 87.5% for Graduates, 
71.1% for Non-Graduates 

 Annual Median salary: £33,000 for 
Graduates £23,000 for Non-Graduates 

– Graduate Labour Market Statistics 



Next steps

Do your 
research Open Days 

Friday 19 June
Saturday 20 June

Work 
experience

Study 
hard

Read around 
your subject



Any Questions?


