
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Students 
 

Summer preparation for FRENCH A level - 2017/19 
 

Well done for choosing to do French at A Level! You won’t regret it! It is a demanding course but so 
rewarding!  It is absolutely essential that you start the A level course with a sound knowledge of your verbs 
(regular, irregular, and reflexive verbs) in the following tenses: 
 

Pluperfect - Imperfect - Perfect - Present - Future - Conditional 
 
To make sure you keep your French ticking over during the summer… 
 
1. Go to www.languagesonline.org.uk and cover the above tenses in the Grammar section.  Make sure you 
know the rule for each tense along with any irregulars.  The sooner you get on top of the grammar, the more 
confident you will feel in September and the faster you will progress through the course.  
 
2. Please buy the following text books: 

- NEW (2016) AQA French A level Year 1 and AS by Rob Pike/ Colin Povey/Paul Shannon. 
- Heinemann A Level French Grammar Practice by Servane Jacob and Janine Schofield.  (available on 

Amazon etc)  Each page contains a very clear explanation followed by some exercises with answers at 
the back of the book so that you can work independently. 

 
3. Watch at least one film in French and write a review.  Challenge yourself to use as many tenses as possible, 
with ambitious grammar.  Be prepared to discuss your film in September.  Watching films is a great way to 
pick up another language !  There are also several series on Netflix. 
 
4. Join the Quizlet group for A level French - https://quizlet.com/join/JZ4TPuFGj - the more vocab you practise 
now, the more prepared you will be. 
 
5. Use an app like Duolingo on your phone to challenge yourself daily… and keep an eye on the news in 
French - http://fr.euronews.com or search on YouTube where you could learn some songs too! 
 
6. Do some regular practice using any of the following websites: 
- www.Languagesonline.org.uk  
- www.Wordreference.com  
- www.language-gym.com 
 
During the first lesson in September, you will have a VERB TEST. You will be given lots of sentences and you 
will have to put the verbs in brackets in the right tense.  To be able to carry on successfully with the course, 
we are looking at a pass mark of 70%.  
 
Please also buy a folder and some dividers with plastic wallets and highlighters.  
 
We very much look forward to meeting you in September! - Bonnes Vacances! 
 
 
 
Clare Swayne & Bouzid Ait-Kaci - MFL Team, North Bristol - Post 16 Centre 
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