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The North Bristol Post 16 Centre is one Centre, 
based in two different learning communities. 
When you apply, you can tell us whether 
you would prefer to be based at the Cotham 
learning community or the Redland Green 
learning community. We will do our best to 
meet your choice, however it will also depend 
on where most of your courses are taught. Both 
schools have Specialist Status. Cotham is a high 
performing Specialist School in Performing Arts, 
Mathematics and Computing, and Redland 
Green is a Science Specialist School.

Whether you are based at Cotham or Redland 
Green, you will be able to use all the facilities at 
both schools and we hope that you will establish 
good relationships with students and staff at 
both communities. Your tutor will be based at 
your learning community. By being one post 16 
centre, based at two learning communities, we 
can offer you better academic and enrichment 
opportunities.

Ambitious for your future
4 5



The student council at the North Bristol Post 16 Centre has a 
strong student voice.  We have an influence on how the Centre 
is run. Students at the Centre come from a variety of different 
partner schools as well as schools from the wider Bristol area.  
When most of us found out that we had a place at the North 
Bristol Post 16 Centre we were nervous, not only because we were 
leaving school, but because we were starting a new phase in our 
educational journey.

When we arrived at the Centre in September, we realised that 
there wasn’t anything to worry about.  Members of staff are 
friendly and approachable. You can have a proper conversation 
with members of staff at both learning communities, they listen 
to and care about what you have to say.

You are surrounded by students who are all here to work hard and 
to achieve their aspirations and goals.  That doesn’t mean that 
you don’t have loads of fun too, but you can learn just as much 
from other people on your course as the classes themselves.  
You cannot really compare the North Bristol Post 16 Centre 
to school because they are so different.  You are given greater 
independence and you have to take real responsibility for your 
own learning.  It’s not that you are left on your own and told to 

sort things out, there is lots of support available either through 
the academic mentors, tutors or your subject teachers and the 
student service leaders.  The staff are incredibly supportive, they 
help you to learn and manage things for yourself. You learn how 
to become an independent learner.

The Centre also strikes that balance between work and social life.  
There are enrichment activities relating to science, sport and many 
other subjects.  There are also opportunities to attend lectures at 
local universities. The student council also provides students with 
an active voice so that they have a say in how things are run and 
can be improved.

For some of us, we have come to the end of our studies at the 
Centre.  The time has gone past so quickly, and most of us will 
start university in October.  However, to all new students, we hope 
you enjoy the Centre as much as we did and that you make the 
most of the opportunities that are available.  It has certainly been 
a platform for us to meet new people, form new friendships and 
most of all to work hard and to realise our ambition for the future.

North Bristol Post 16 Student council

Dear student...

Welcome to the North Bristol Post 16 Centre prospectus. The 
North Bristol Post 16 Centre is for students in the 16-19 age range, 
and provides a variety of GCE Advanced (AS and A2) courses, the 
Cambridge Pre U and BTEC pathways. We are delighted that you 
have decided to find out about the post 16 experience we can 
offer you in our two learning communities at Cotham School and 
Redland Green School.  By being one Centre, based over two sites, 
we can offer you a very broad range of courses and superb facilities.  
We have an excellent record of success at the Centre.

It is very hard to convey the quality of the facilities and the friendly, 
vibrant atmosphere of the Centre – the best thing to do is to visit 
us at our Open Evening or on one of our Open Afternoons and 
find out for yourself how exciting it feels.  If you are a student at 
Fairfield, Henbury, Oasis Brightstowe, Orchard, Redland Green 
or Cotham schools then this is your post 16 centre;  over 70% of 
our applications come from our partner schools.  We also attract 
applicants from the wider Bristol area and further afield.

We are a Centre of academic excellence; this year we had a pass 
rate of 99% at GCE advanced level, and were above the national 
pass rate for our A*-B grades. Our BTEC results are also very good. 
Perhaps more importantly than this, our value added scores 
are good with students generally doing better than their entry 
qualifications would predict. Over 90% of our students  go on to 
university. Our pass rate in two or more facilitating subjects is also 
above national averages.

We are of course very proud of this, however we also know that our 
students enjoy the distinctive environment that our Post 16 Centre 
provides.  There is more to education, in the broadest sense than 
simple examination results.  We endeavour to give you a wealth of 
other opportunities and experiences that will help you throughout 
your life and career.

You will learn to take more responsibility for your own welfare 
and progress. You will learn how to learn.  We do this through a 

supportive framework and if anything does start to go wrong, we 
will pick it up very quickly and help you to put things right. Our 
tutorial and academic support is at the heart of the Centre. 

The Centre offers you a wide curriculum with a broad range of 
subject choices, packaged to suit you as an individual.  In addition 
to your main programme you will take part in a range of enrichment 
activities. The most special feature of the Centre is its feeling of 
community.  This is a place where students and staff respect each 
other.  We believe in working hard towards a common goal; that 
every individual should fulfil her or his potential, and then achieve 
just a little bit more. 

Marian Curran  
Director of North Bristol Post 16 Centre

North Bristol Post 16 Centre in 5 words: 
Inspirational, ambitious for your future, 
challenging, happy and fun

 I have met some amazing people, 
this also includes teachers.  I have 
learnt amazing things, and grown as a 
person, I will miss it

“

“
”

”

Marian Curran 
Director

Owen Tiplady 
Post 16 Assistant Headteacher

Redland Green Learning Community

Aimi Bisco
Post 16 Assistant Headteacher
Cotham Learning Community

Claire Morris 
Post 16 Student Services Leader
Cotham Learning Community

Sarah Haine 
Post 16 Student Services Leader

Redland Green Learning Community
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 A stepping stone to 
university and your 
future

We know that it is a big step to leave 
your current school where things are 
familiar to you and to completely start 
afresh.  However, this is often seen as 
better preparation for university as  
you will develop the confidence to 
deal with new people and situations, 
while learning to manage your studies 
in a mature and independent way.  This 
will prepare you for being organised in 
the future.

  Broaden your 
experiences and 
horizons

Choosing the North Bristol Post 16 
Centre will provide you with the 
perfect opportunity to meet a wide 
range of new people and to make 
new friends.  This new beginning will 
enable you to grow as a person and 
will provide you with a broad range 
of ideas and experiences in a different 
learning environment to the one that 
you have been used to.  By coming to 
the North Bristol Post 16 Centre you 
will be joining a very vibrant, socially 
mixed and multi-ethnic community.

 Excellent location and 
campus feel

The North Bristol Post 16 Centre is 
situated in two schools, Cotham and 
Redland Green, and is served well by 
public transport. Our two sites are very 
close together and it is easy to walk 
between the two.  We aim to try and 
keep your movement between lessons 
to a minimum,  saving you time,  and 
to help you get to know other students 
and staff well. The buildings at both 
learning communities range from a 
mixture of 1930’s structures to very 
contemporary buildings, which were 
completed in 2011.

 An enriching education

As a Centre, we believe in providing 
all our students with a broad education 
as well as opportunities to participate 
in activities and experiences that 
you may not normally have access 
to.  We offer a comprehensive 
range of enrichment courses, 
sports, volunteering and mentoring 
opportunities, field trips and access to 
a wide range of inspirational outside 
speakers.  If you want to start up a club 
or group yourself, just let us know.

 Engaging with our 
students and parents

We actively encourage student voice 
at the Centre. We want to listen and 
respond to what you have to say. We 
engage with you as a student and also 
as an adult who has chosen to come 
to the Centre as an active learner,  not 
as a pupil who is simply here to be 
taught.  We want you to get involved 
in and contribute to all aspects of life at 
the Centre.  Your voice can and should 
make a difference. We also involve 
our Post 16 parents along your Post 
16 journey by holding termly parent 
information meetings.

  An aspirational and 
unique Centre

 We want you to challenge yourself and 
we expect you to succeed.  Getting 
into the North Bristol Post 16 Centre 
won’t necessarily have been easy but 
by choosing us you will be joining two 
learning communities of like-minded 
16-19 year olds who believe that by 
working hard they will be able to fulfil 
their ambitions and achieve their goals.  
We will support you on this journey.  
We are a unique Centre in Bristol, based 
on two sites, in two highly successful 
schools, Cotham and Redland Green.

  Excellent teaching 
and results

We have excellent, highly qualified 
teachers who are both passionate 
about their subjects and are experts 
in teaching your age group.  We pride 
ourselves on being a community of 
students and staff who work together 
to ensure the success of each and every 
individual.  Our A*-B pass rate is above 
national pass rates.

 Specialised A level/
BTEC/Pre U facilities

Our facilities at both learning 
communities are designed to provide 
the right learning environment to 
support our 16-19 year olds studying 
for their A levels/BTEC or Pre U 
programme. We have three learning 
resource centres across the two sites, 
where you will find personal computers, 
internet connection, DVDs, periodicals, 
newspapers and text books; in fact, 
everything you would expect to help you 
complete your assignments. There is a 
post 16 common room at each learning 
community where you can meet friends 
and relax, particularly at break and 
lunchtime.  Refreshments are available 
from the coffee bar located within each 
common room. Both sites are WI-FI 
enabled with well equipped ICT facilities. 
We have modern and well equipped 
science laboratories, art spaces, IT suites, 
a dance and performing arts space and a 
sports hall, all of which add to our range 
of excellent specialist facilities.

     Wide range of subjects 
in combinations that 
suit you

We have over 45 level 3 courses and 
a range of level 2 courses, so it is very 
likely that you will be able to study your 
first choice of subjects. We mainly offer 
the subjects that university admissions’ 
tutors want to see in your UCAS 
application form. Most importantly, 
because of our size as a Centre, you 
are able to choose the combination of 
subjects you really want.

  We care and are 
interested in your 
ambitions

Our students regularly tell us how 
supportive and friendly the staff at 
the Centre are.  Staff at both learning 
communities care about providing you 
with the support you need in a safe 
environment so that you can enjoy 
your two years of study while achieving 
your goals and ambitions.  We will 
provide you with a range of academic, 
practical, financial and emotional 
support tailored to your specific needs.
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Once you have answered these questions then we always recommend that students ‘do their homework’.  Talk to 
your teachers, talk to students who might have studied these subjects, learn a bit more about the subject matter and 
course content;  find out what the examination process will involve, and talk to parents about your options.

You will get three key opportunities to ask questions: at our Open Evening on the 16th of October and at our 
information evening on the 6th of November.  You will also be able to discuss your options with us further at your 
application discussion meeting.

What grades do 
you need to qualify 
for the course and 
do you expect to 
get them?

Do you find the 
subject fun and will 
it make you happy 
to spend two years 
learning more 
about it?

Does this course 
support your  
career hopes and 
aspirations or, if you 
don’t know what 
to do, does it keep 
your options open?

Are you good at the 
subject and do you 
think you can make 
a success of it?

Requirements: Enjoyment: Future: Success:

In your first year you will also participate in courses that are part of our Enrichment/
Enhancement programme. These are designed to improve your independent learning 
skills, enable you to expand your area of interest whilst trying something new.

Your final year:
Year 13 is your final year of study.  At this point most 
students take three of their original subjects forward to 
A2.  You can also opt to take an additional AS subject ( for 
example AS Critical Thinking or AS Further Maths, or our Pre 
U Global Perspectives course). A number of students also 
take the Extended Project qualification in their second year: 
this is worth half an A level.

...plus:

Your first year:
Year 12 represents the first year of your A level, BTEC or Pre U qualification.  For some students it is also the first year of their 
GCSE foundation programme. Most students study for 3 A2s  and 1 AS subject, and some students combine these with 
either BTEC or Pre U qualifications. The programme of study you choose  will depend on your GCSE results and university/
career aspirations. At the end of year 12, you may be able to take an AS exam in some of your subjects; progression onto 
the next stage will be dependent on you passing these at grade E or higher.

LEVEL 3 COURSES
5 GCSEs grades A*-C, including either:
•  C in English language and level 2  
 qualification in mathematics 
 (eg. GCSE grade C, Functional English and  
 Functional Maths pass) OR
• C in mathematics and level 2 qualification 
 in English language 
 (eg. GCSE grade C, Functional English and  
 Functional Maths pass)

(BTECs to count as a maximum of two 
GCSEs, regardless of size of qualification)

Where students have previously studied a 
subject to GCSE standard, they must gain 
a minimum of a grade C in that subject in 
order to progress to AS level study.

Where students progress from a full-time 
level 2 BTEC diploma course taken within 
the Post 16 Centre, or any other post 16 
centre, a merit is required for progression to 
a level 3 course. 

Extenuating circumstances may be taken 
into consideration.

LEVEL 2 COURSES
For entry to all level 2 courses students must 
have 4 D grades or above. Please see the  
separate entry criteria for our Foundation 
programme.



Opportunities beyond your chosen subjects

In order to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, the Centre 
provides the opportunity for a wide range of enrichment activities, 
otherwise known as our CAS (Community Action Service) scheme.  
These activities may enable you to extend an existing interest or try 
a new activity.

We hope that you will want to involve yourself in many areas 
beyond your academic subjects.  You will have many opportunities 
to become involved in leadership roles with younger students 
through in-class support, acting as a mentor, or involvement in 
sports activities and clubs with younger students.  There are also 
opportunities for community work with local primary schools and 
care service providers. Students will be expected to participate 
throughout the academic year in enrichment courses, covering the 
skills of community involvement, creativity and action. Participating 
in these will be an integral part of your post 16 timetable. These 
enrichment activities will enable you to meet other students and 
make friends in a less formal atmosphere.

Each year there is a wide range of enrichment opportunities, 
which have included: visits to major European cities, a debating 
programme, competitive team sports (Wednesday afternoon fixtures 
programme), orchestras, choirs, musical productions, theatre trips, 
outdoor expeditions, Young Enterprise, Envision and social events, 
such as debating programmes. There are also opportunities to get 
involved in mentoring and study-buddy programmes.

Every post 16 student belongs to a tutor group. Your tutor will 
take a special interest in your academic progress and your 
general well-being.  Personal tutors get to know you very well and 
are able to pass on a great deal of information about activities 
and opportunities at the Centre. They also provide advice with 
individual problems. They monitor your progress by holding 
regular reviews and by helping you set targets to improve your 
performance.

The tutorial is used for group activities, which cover a wide range 
of topics relevant to the development of independent learning, the 
world of work and progression to higher education. The tutors are 
led by the Student Services Leader in both learning communities.

The Centre has two Information, Advice and Guidance advisors, as 
well as a careers resource area, which is well stocked with literature 
and electronic search facilities. You will be provided with informal 
advice and guidance to help you make decisions about your future.  
Special events include talks by outside speakers from a wide range 
of universities and employment areas.  We also arrange mock 
interviews to prepare students for university and job applications 
as well as organising information evenings for parents.

Meeting your other needs
The Centre also has Post 16 Academic Mentors who provide on-
going support for students who may need it with their studies. 
They are a vital part of the Centre and their work is valued by 
our students. They offer support for students with disabilities or 
specific learning difficulties as well as help with general academic 
study skills.

Contact with parents 
The Centre has weekly parent surgeries, which are popular with 
our parents.  We also have a number of information evenings on 
progress and other ways in which your parents can support you in 
your studies.

I gained skills at the Centre which have 
prepared me for life after the North 
Bristol Post 16 Centre.  I have certainly 
developed resilience

“I have taken part in many great 
enrichment activities, developed as a 
young person and grown academically

“
”

”

The teachers are incredibly 
supportive, they challenge you 
in your learning and want you to 
achieve your best.  Be prepared to 
have a learning experience

“

”
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The Centre has enabled me to develop into a confident and mature adult and 
prepared me for life’s challenges. I am glad I chose the North Bristol Post 16 Centre

Applications close on 
the 12th of December 

Applications are 
open from the 16th 
of October as soon 
as our open evening 
has ended

You will be taking 
your GCSEs now

Introductory half day 
for new students

GCSE results day 
20th August 2015

20th August 2015 
enrolment day

You will be invited 
to an application 
discussion meeting

All offers will be 
made by the end 
of April

“ ”

A levels

By September 2015 a number of A level subjects will have changed in line with reforms required by the Department for Education. This 
will mean that two different types of A level will be available: the new linear A levels, and the current modular A levels. It will still be 
possible to combine ‘new style’ with ‘old style’ A levels in a programme of study. The table below provides information on the differences 
between the two types of course.

Current Modular A levels

All subjects currently offered and not listed on the left of this table 
will remain available as modular courses.

Assessment

Assessed through AS examinations/coursework at the end of the 
first year of study, and AO examinations/coursework at the end of 
year two.

AS levels

AS levels will continue to be available to be taken as a one year 
course, or as the first part of a full A level course. Marks obtained 
from AS levels will contribute up to RFS of the full A level grade.

New Linear A levels from 2015

Assessment

Assessed by final examinations (and coursework where 
appropriate) at the end of the linear two year course.

AS levels

AS levels will be available in these subjects and can be taken after 
one year of study. However, marks obtained from AS levels will 
not contribute to full A level grade.

• Art & Design
• Biology
• Business
• Chemistry
• Computing
• Economics
• English Language

• English Language
  & Literature
• English Literature
• History
• Physics
• Psychology
• Sociology

14 15



16 17



19

Cambridge Pre U: English literature

The Cambridge Pre U syllabus is linear so students will take all four components of 
the course together at the end of year 13.  The papers are equally weighted:
1.  Poetry and Prose   Exam 25%
2.  Drama  Exam 25%
3.  Comment and Analysis  Exam 25%
4.  Personal investigation    Course work 25%

Why should I follow this course?
This course is aimed at students who are avid readers and love literature.  The 
course is designed to equip students with the skills required to make a success 
of their subsequent studies at university, involving not only a solid grounding in 
literature but also the ability to undertake independent and self-directed learning.  
The highly academic nature of the course means that students can achieve above 
A* in assessments in the form of a Distinction.

What will I learn?
Induction – Looking at literature across time from the ancients to post modern
1. Poetry and prose – Keats’ poetry and Virginia Woolf’s To the Lighthouse
2. Drama – Shakespeare – Measure for Measure, Hamlet, Top Girls, The Rivals
3. Comment and Analysis - responding to unseen literature
4. Personal Investigation – coursework – students get to choose area of study

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will experience a variety of teaching methods, from lectures to whole group 
discussions, small group work, individual independent research and student led 
seminars.  Enrichment will be important in your learning too.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
This is a highly respected qualification recognised by the Russell Group Universities.  
Through studying this academic course you will be a self-directed learner who 
can think laterally, critically and creatively.  This course will be accepted for degree 
courses from the sciences, to history and of course literature.

What minimum qualification will I need?
Five grade A*/As including both English and English literature.

Examination board:
Cambridge International

18

Ambitious for your future
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Cambridge Pre U: 
Global Perspectives and Independent Research Project 

Written paper 25% Externally assessed
Presentation 45% Externally assessed
Essay  30% Externally assessed   
Independent Research Project - 100% Externally assessed

Why should I follow this course?
GPR is a course that will allow you to develop skills that are transferable to all 
subjects studied at the Post 16 Centre. The ability to make reasoned judgements, 
construct and pursue written and verbal arguments and to evaluate matters in a 
critical way is important. The GPR teaches students to work independently whilst 
developing skills that will be essential to success at university and beyond. We 
believe the GPR will bridge the gap between Post 16 studies and university and is 
unique in terms of the skills it offers.

What will I learn?
Year 12 : Global Perspectives is a series of seminars that encourages students to 
explore real-world challenges that will face them as young people in the modern 
world – wherever they may live and work. Students will build up a portfolio of work 
including audio-visual and web-based presentations and will develop detailed 
research proposals. Topics sit under five headings: Practical Ethics, Economics, 
Environment, Technology, and Politics and Culture. 

Year 13: The Independent Research Report comprises a report based on a topic 
chosen by the student. It gives the student the opportunity to dig deeper in a 
chosen specialism, cross boundaries with an inter-disciplinary enquiry, or make 
a new departure with a non-school subject, e.g. Anthropology. Universities place 
much value on a student’s independent learning and research skills.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
• Seminar based discussions
• Debate
• Presentations
• Peer learning
• Research tasks
• Essay/Academic writing ski

What can I do when I have my qualification?
All GPR students will gain a Pre-U certificate for the GPR. Those who are also taking 
Pre-U English could also obtain a Pre-U Diploma. The grading system for all Pre-U 
subjects (including GP and GPR) is Distinction/Merit/Pass, and the top Distinction 
(D1) is at a level above the A* at A2.

What minimum qualification will I need?
5A*-A GCSE

Examination board:
Cambridge Pre U
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Art & design: photography
(Linear)

AS level:
 Portfolio of work - 60%
 Externally set assignment - 40% 

A level:
 Personal investigation - 60%
 Externally set assignment - 40%

Why should I follow this course?
If you have enjoyed studying an art subject at GCSE or BTEC, but would like to 
explore another medium through which to express your ideas, the photography 
course can offer you this opportunity.  Photography is a way of exploring, 
recording and analysing the visual world.  As an endorsement of art and design 
the course encourages creativity, experimentation and the realisation of ideas 
and investigations.  Photography is a practical course that requires students to 
demonstrate independence and initiative.

What will I learn?
You will gain experience of both traditional and contemporary practise within 
photography.  You will explore a range of photographers whose work will inspire 
you to experiment with a range of techniques and concepts.  You will learn to 
develop your ideas with independence and to construct a portfolio of work that 
demonstrates your knowledge and understanding. 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will learn technical skills through a variety of practical workshops. Core skills 
in darkroom processes, digital imaging and studio lighting will enable you to 
develop your creative practice. An emphasis on critical and contextual studies 
forms an important part of the course, as do group discussions, individual tutorials 
and visits to art galleries and museums.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
You can go on to study an art foundation course or straight onto a degree in higher 
education within a range of photographic disciplines. 

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including equivalent grade C or above at GCSE/
BTEC in Art/Photography.

If you do not have an arts related qualification at GCSE or equivalent, you must 
complete a short task to demonstrate your skill level and interest. (Available at 
your application discussion meeting.)

Examination board:
AQA

AS level:
 Portfolio of work - 60%
 Externally set assignment - 40% 

A level:
 Personal investigation - 60%
 Externally set assignment - 40%

Why should I follow this course?
If you have loved studying art and design at GCSE or 
BTEC, are motivated to improve, enjoy exploring and 
experimenting, are curious and like talking about art, then 
this is the course for you.  You will explore working with a 
broad range of media, including traditional and new media 
and technologies.  You will extend your knowledge and 
critical understanding of contemporary and historical art 
through looking at the work of past societies, cultures and 
key individuals and use this knowledge to develop your 
own investigative work.  

What will I learn?
You will learn technical skills and how to manage a broad 
range of media and materials through a variety of practical 
workshops and across disciplines, such as drawing and 
painting, printmaking, sculpture and installation and 
photography. An emphasis on critical and contextual 
studies forms an important part of the course.  You will learn 
to develop your ideas with independence and to construct 

a portfolio of work that demonstrates your knowledge, skill 
and understanding. 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will learn through a variety of practical workshops and 
demonstrations.  You will be given contextual tasks to build 
your knowledge of art practice.  You will be given one to one 
support during lessons and work with your peers to discuss 
your ideas and receive suggestions on how to develop your 
work and make progress.  We visit gallery exhibitions and use 
our local environment to extend skills and conduct research.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Pursuing A level art will provide you with the experience you 
need to move on to an art foundation course or equivalent, 
all of which will allow you to embark on a degree course in 
your chosen field.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including grade C or 
above at GCSE/BTEC in art and design or fine art.

Examination board:
AQA

Art: fine
(Linear)
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Design & technology: product design (3D design)

AS level - 50% examination, 50% coursework 
A2 level - 50% examination, 50% coursework 

Why should I follow this course?
Design and technology offers you the opportunity to gain personal satisfaction 
and a positive experience in design and manufacture.  You will work with and study 
a variety of resistant and compliant materials and gain an understanding of the 
working characteristics, physical properties, cost and availability which influence 
the choice of materials in design situations.  You will study product design and 
designer influences and undertake projects that allow you to explore materials to 
design and manufacture quality products.

This specification is designed to encourage students to:
• develop a broad view of design and technology
• develop their capacity to design and make products
• appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture 
 and marketing.

What will I learn?
At AS level, students develop an understanding of a broad range of materials, 
with emphasis on the life cycle of products, manufacture and final disposal. This 
specification also considers the broader issues for the designer including the 
environmental sustainability of products and consumer safety:
• Unit 1: (PROD1) Materials, components and application
• Unit 2: (PROD2) Learning through designing and making.

At A2, the specification offers students the opportunity to further develop the 
knowledge and practical skills from AS. Students will continue to develop a body 

of coursework alongside an understanding of the processes and procedures of 
commercial production and manufacture:
• Unit 3: (PROD3) Design and manufacture
• Unit 4: (PROD4) Design and making practice.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Much of the course is taught through the coursework components, giving 
opportunity for individual development of practical skills and materials technologies.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
You can take higher education courses in technology specialisms such as 
engineering, architecture, 3D design, furniture design, theatre prop design, 
graphic design and industrial design.  Or you can use your qualification alongside 
others to access higher education courses in non-technology subjects.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, grade C in a design technology subject or grade 
B in art.

Examination board:
AQA

AS level:
 Portfolio of work - 60%
 Externally set assignment - 40% 

A level:
 Personal investigation - 60%
 Externally set assignment - 40%

Why should I follow this course?
You should take textiles if you wish to develop your interest of and enjoyment in 
the subject.  As an endorsement of art and design, the course encourages creativity, 
experimentation and the realisation of ideas and investigations.  Textiles is a practical 
course that requires students to demonstrate independence and initiative.

What will I learn?
You will learn a range of skills and techniques from both traditional and contemporary 
practice; you will be encouraged to use these to develop your own ideas around a 
given theme.  You will explore a range of textiles artists/designers whose work will 
encourage you to experiment with a range of techniques and concepts.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will be introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of textile 
media, techniques and processes.  You will be made aware of both traditional and 
new technologies as well as exploring relevant images, artefacts and resources 
relating to a range of fashion and textiles, from the past and from recent times.  

What can I do when I have my qualification?
An A level in textiles can lead to foundation courses in textiles or art, or directly to 
degree and HND programmes at university or college.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, equivalent grade C or above at GCSE/BTEC in 
Art or Textiles.

Examination board:
AQA

Art & design: textiles
(Linear)

Ambitious for your future
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AS level - 50% examination, 50% coursework 
A2 level - 50% examination, 50% coursework 
 
Why should I follow this course?
Food technology is using food science for the creation, preservation, processing, 
packaging and distribution of food products.  This course focuses on where food 
comes from and how industry has evolved to meet consumer demand.  Food 
technology offers an opportunity to learn the origins of food materials and how 
these materials are processed into final products.  The understanding of nutrition 
and the effects that processing has on nutrient content is examined.  Alongside 
this you will consider a wide range of nutritional needs which may be related to 
dietary conditions, cultural reasons and personal choice. Practical opportunities 
will be many; you will develop existing skills and will use these skills to develop 
new and innovative food products, which meet existing and future consumer 
needs.  If considering this course you need to have a strong passion for food and 
for creating innovative, interesting new food products.  

What will I learn?
The key elements of the course will cover; 

Materials and components: nutrition macro and micro nutrients, requirements for 
water, the relationship between diet and health; energy balance, food additives.

Design and market influences: dietary planning, current health factors and 
concerns, health promotion, social factors, dietary needs of individuals, influences 
of culture, food choice, issues affecting the design of new products, product 
development, communication methods used in the food industry, user of ICT in 
the food industry.

Processes and manufacture: food safety and hygiene, types of bacteria, food 
hygiene legislation, food labelling, preservation methods and extending shelf-
life, systems and controls for monitoring food safety.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Much of the course is taught through the coursework components, giving 
opportunity for individual development of practical skills.  Practical skills need to 
show high level technical ability to access higher marks.  Learning will take place 
through individual and group work, you will be expected to research areas of 
the specification and present to your fellow students.  Experimental and product 
analysis sessions will also take place to reflect industry practice. Where possible 
we endeavour to arrange visit local food manufacturers. Revision of all the 
specification throughout the year is essential for examination success.  

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Your A Level in food technology will prepare you for higher education and a 
rewarding career in food technology, food design, nutrition, environmental health, 
food retail and hospitality management. Other possible career paths include 
social work, teaching or medicine. These courses will provide direct links to future 
career choices.  You can use your qualification alongside others to access higher 
education courses in non-technology subjects.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including grade A* - C in food, catering or 
health and social care.  

Examination board:
AQA

Food technology
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Business studies
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
A level business will give you an exciting insight into the dynamic world of 
business.  It is not just a theoretical subject, it is about real life.  This combination 
of academic challenge and practical focus makes the prospect of studying A level 
business highly appealing.  If you are interested in the following then this will be 
the course for you:
• How does a business calculate its profits?
•  How do governments get economies out of a recession?
•  How do businesses encourage you to buy more than you need?
•  Are zero hours contracts acceptable?
•  What really motivates people?

What will I learn?
You will learn about businesses and the way they operate in today’s society.  You 
will investigate problems which real businesses are currently facing and use your 
initiative to develop possible solutions. The A level is structured into four coherent 
themes which are marketing and people, managing business activities, business 
decisions and strategy and finally global business.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A variety of teaching and learning methods will be used including teacher-led 
activities, small group work, personal independent research and discussion.  Role-play 
and class-based demonstrations may also be used. You will be encouraged to keep 
abreast of current business affairs through various media.  You must be prepared 
to study hard, engage with the subject both inside and outside the classroom, to 
read widely, independently and to practice your writing technique.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A level business is an excellent base for a university degree, especially degrees 
in business, management, human resources, accountancy, law, finance as well as 
politics and economics.  Careers with a business degree are diverse and have a 
high earning potential.  Business skills which touch on every part of our modern 
society, are in high demand worldwide and this qualification will be a valuable 
stepping stone whatever your chosen career.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, a  B  in English and Maths would be advantageous.

Examination board:
Edexcel

Y12 Units
• The business environment
• Investigating business resources
• Introduction to marketing
• Effective people, communication and information
• Recruitment and selection in business
• Creative product promotion

Y13 Units
• Starting a small business
• An introduction to marketing research
• Exploring team development
• Managing a business event
• Understanding retailing
• Internet marketing in business

Why should I follow this course?
This course will give you the opportunity to gain a nationally recognised 
vocationally specific qualification to enter employment in the business sector or to 
progress onto higher education.  This course is assessed solely by coursework, and 
you will complete 12 pieces of coursework over two years.  The teaching of this 
qualification will be split between the two centres, Cotham School and Redland 
Green School.

What will I learn?
It covers a broad range of business topics, from marketing and human resources 
to promotion and team development, as well as finance, communication and aims 
and objectives.  Each topic will be taught in a real business context, and you will 
visit, study and investigate local and national businesses.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher-led activities, individual and group work, presentations, debates, role-play 
and simulations and the comprehensive use of ICT.  There is a focus on developing 
real world insights into businesses, supported by guest speakers and company 
visits.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A BTEC national diploma in business will give you a broad understanding of 
key themes of today’s rapidly changing business world.  In-depth course work 
and detailed research into a range of businesses will give you a real insight into 
how businesses operate.  Consequently, the course is a good basis for entering 
employment in the business sector, but also carries UCAS points so can be used as 
a stepping stone into higher education.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.  If you are a post 16 student with a one year 
level 2 vocational qualification the minimum requirement is a merit.

Examination board:
Edexcel

Business: BTEC Level 3 Diploma
(equivalent to 2 A levels)

Ambitious for your future
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AS level - 100% exam
A2 level - 100% exam

Why should I follow this course?
Are the government’s spending cuts working?  Why is the price of petrol so high?  
Why is it so expensive to buy a house in Bristol?  Who benefits from globalisation? 
Can trade or aid really help poor countries?  Why are some people paid so much 
more than others?  These are just a few examples of the questions economics 
deals with.  The course will help you understand how the economy works and how 
it shapes our lives.  In addition, it will improve your understanding of current affairs 
and give you the tools to make sense of the most pressing issues of our time.

What will I learn?
Microeconomics: Analysing the operation of individual markets (such as the 
market for gold or the market for housing).  You will use this analysis to evaluate 
government policies designed to improve or correct specific markets.  These 
include policies to control pollution and improve the environment, policies to 
control the behaviour of large companies and improve competition, and policies 
to improve the operation of the labour market.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher–led activities, individual and group work, presentations, discussions, 
role-play and game simulations.  You will use newspapers, TV programmes and 
digital resources to research current economic issues.  Guest speakers and visits to 
organisations and political institutions will give you a first-hand experience of the 
subject in action.   You will be formally assessed using data response questions and 
extended essay style answers.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Studying the subject will help you gain a much deeper understanding of how 
the world you live in works and is shaped by economics. The qualification 
demonstrates your analytical, problem-solving and evaluative skills and is highly 
regarded by universities and employers.  It provides a particularly good basis for 
entering degree courses in economics, politics, business, accountancy/finance, 
history/humanities, social science and related subjects.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement includes, GCSE higher mathematics at grade B 
or above.

Examination board:
Edexcel

Economics
(Linear)
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English language and literature
(Linear)

English language
(Linear)

AS level - 100% exam
A2 level - 20% coursework, 80% examinations

Why should I follow this course?
This course provides an integrated study of both English language and English 
literature allowing progression from GCSE and developing a wide range of skills.  
The study of English language and literature together allows you to develop your 
interest in both as interconnecting and mutually supportive disciplines.  The course 
encourages you to develop into an independent, confident and reflective reader. 
You will have a wide range of reading opportunities to allow you to explore the 
relationship of language and literature and you will also learn more about writing 
for a variety of audiences and purposes.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Views and voices (50%)
• People and places (50%)

A2 level
•  Telling stories (40%)
•  Exploring conflict (40%)
•  Making connections (20%)

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teaching methods will vary according to the activity and type of text you are 
studying.  There will be whole group discussions, small group work, individual 
research projects and tutorials as well as whole class teaching.  Students will have 
the opportunity to take part in an annual writing course in Devon and to attend 
enrichments opportunities.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
English language and literature is a highly regarded A level because it suggests 
that you can communicate clearly and have an understanding of the importance 
and power of language alongside an appreciation of a variety of literary genres 
and critical approaches to texts.  You will also develop strong analytical skills.  This 
A level is recognised and valued by higher education institutions and by employers 
in areas such as journalism, law, retailing, banking, marketing, advertising, 
publishing and industry.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement includes GCSE English language grade C and 
GCSE English literature grade C

Examination board:
AQA

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 80% examination, 20% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
Above all, because we hope you enjoy it!  Our language is 
at the heart of so much of what we do: talking, thinking, 
reading and writing.  A close study and analysis of language 
will encourage you to think deeply about yourself, about 
relationships with others, and about the way the world 
around you is constructed through spoken and written texts.  
Sharing thoughts and ideas with others and expressing 
yourself coherently are important processes.

What will I learn?
AS level 
• Paper 1: Language, the individual and society. (50% of AS.)
• Paper 2: Language varieties. (50% of AS.) 

A level
• Paper 1: Language, the individual and society. (40% of A level.)
• Paper 2: Language diversity and change. (40% of A level.)
Non exam assessment: Language in action - Language 
investigation and original writing. 20% of A level.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teaching methods will vary according to the activity and 
the type of text you are studying.  There will be whole group 
discussions, small group work, individual research projects 
and tutorials.  Students will have the opportunity to take 
part in an annual writing course in Devon and to attend 
enrichment sessions.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
English language is a highly regarded A level because it 
suggests that you can communicate clearly and have an 
understanding of the importance and power of language. In 
addition you will have the ability to analyse a wide range of 
texts in detail.  

This A level is recognised and valued by higher education 
institutions and by employers in areas such as journalism, 
law, retailing, banking, marketing, advertising, publishing 
and industry.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including grade C in GCSE 
English language

Examination board:
AQA
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English literature
(Linear)

AS level - 100% exam
A2 level - 20% coursework, 80% examination

Why should I follow this course?
Quite simply because it will teach you something about everything! This course is 
ideal if you have a passion for reading and discussing literary texts from all genres 
and periods. Discovering, analysing and discussing different texts will enable 
you to develop your critical thinking skills and communication skills. By studying 
literature you will discover and develop an appreciation for our imagination and 
enjoyment of the written word.  You will gain an understanding of the traditions 
of literature and develop your knowledge of cultural and historical influences on 
text. 

What will I learn?
AS level
• Shakespeare and poetry pre-1900 (50%)
•  Drama and prose post-1900 (50%)

A level
• Drama and poetry pre-1900 (40%)
• Comparative and contextual study (40%)
• Literature post-1900 (20%)

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will experience a variety of teaching methods, from lectures to whole group 
discussions, small group work, individual research and seminars. The department 
runs trips to the theatre and organises various enrichment activities, such as 
visiting lecturers and writers. 

What can I do when I have my qualification?
There is no limit to the opportunities this A level can open. English literature is 
a highly regarded and prestigious A level welcomed by many employers as it 
emphasises disciplined thought, communication and creativity. It also provides a 
wide range of opportunities for many different degree courses. 

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including a C grade or above in both English 
language and English literature. A real passion for reading.

Examination board:
OCR

Film studies

AS level - 60% examination, 40% coursework
A2 level - 50% examination, 50% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
If you have a passion for films and really want to understand how they create 
meaning for an audience then this is the course for you.  You will study the history of 
cinema and the ways that the film industry works in the US and the UK. You’ll learn 
what we mean by ‘the language of film’, the techniques such as cinematography, 
mise-en-scene and editing that enable directors to entertain, educate or exploit 
their audiences.  You will also have the opportunity to develop some practical film 
making experience by producing storyboards and a short film.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Exploring film form
• British and American film

A2 level
•  Film research and creative projects
•  Varieties of film experience: issues and debates

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will learn through a variety of practical workshops and demonstrations.  
Teaching methods range from film screenings followed by whole class and group 
discussions, to students giving individual presentations on case studies.  You will be 
supported through the practical modules by expert staff.  You will be expected to 
attend screenings of particular films relevant to either the American or British film 
industry at certain times throughout the course and there may be the opportunity 
to participate in a film and media studies trip to London.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Film studies is both a practical and highly academic A level, which is respected by 
both higher education institutions and employers alike.  It is sound preparation for 
industry-based practical courses and degrees in the arts.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including a C grade in GCSE English language.

Examination board:
WJEC

Ambitious for your future Ambitious for your future
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Media studies

AS level - 50% examination, 50% coursework
A2 level - 50% examination, 50% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
Studying the media means you will start to formulate your own responses 
to the range of media, old and new, that saturate modern life. You will also be 
encouraged to develop your opinions on how the media represents the world. 
The contemporary media landscape and its changing contexts will be studied in 
terms of products, platforms and technologies. Recent practical coursework has 
been very impressive. Production tasks involve creating electronic press kits for 
new bands, opening sequences to reality TV shows and a range of print products.   

A2 builds on the AS work and looks more fully at the contexts of media production 
and consumption, as well as looking at media debates and theories. You will 
be encouraged to demonstrate, develop and formulate your understanding 
of the media and its influential role in today’s society as well as debating major 
contemporary media issues. The course involves a focused exploration of the 
developing role of new media technologies such as social networking, online 
broadcasting and other digital platforms. You will also look at the representation 
of different social groups across the multi-platform media landscape.        

What will I learn?
AS level
• Investigating the media
•  Creating media
A2 level
•  Critical perspectives
•  Research and production

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will experience a variety of teaching methods as learning about the media 
demands teaching that is lively and participatory.  There may also be the opportunity 
to take a media focused trip to London. Previous trips have included visits to the 
IMAX, the British Board of Film Classification, the British Music Experience (at the 
O2) and a West End show.  

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Media studies is a respected A level and successful completion of the course allows 
access to further and higher educational programmes, including vocational based 
training.  This could lead to careers in areas such as journalism, advertising, TV and 
other creative media industries with previous students using their experience to 
gain work experience in the industry.  

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including a C grade in GCSE English language.  
An interest in all forms of media.

Examination board: 
AQA
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What learning and teaching methods will be used? 
A variety of teaching methods will be used, including teacher-led activities, 
delivering presentations both individually and in groups, but the majority of 
work will be done by you through independent research including keeping up to 
date with changes to health care.    You are required to arrange a regular work or 
volunteer placement with the health and social care sector as part of this course.

What can I do with my qualification?
By studying health and social care you will gain knowledge and understanding 
of theory and practice and you will study in ways similar to those expected 
at university.  You may progress from this course into university study, or enter 
training or employment.  Many students have successfully progressed to careers in 
nursing, child care, midwifery and other caring and allied health care professions.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.  If you are a post 16 student with a one year 
level 2 vocational qualification the minimum requirement is a merit.

Examination board:
Edexcel

Health and social care:
BTEC level 3 Subsidiary Diploma

BTEC Level 3 Certificate - 30 Credits.
• Unit 01: Developing Effective Communication in Health and Social Care 10 Credits.
• Unit 02: Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care 10 Credits.
• Unit 04: Development Through the Life Stages 10 Credits.

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma - 30 Credits.
• Unit 03: Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care 10 Credits
• Unit 20: Promoting Health Education 10 Credits.
• Unit 21: Nutrition for Health and Social Care 10 Credits.

Why should I follow this course?
Are you interested in finding out about caring for the under-fives, children in care, 
adults who are vulnerable or who have special needs and older people?  Or are you 
interested in finding out more about caring for people who use health services at 
different points in their lives?  This course looks at the organisational, professional 
and legal context of health and social care.  Your work will be assessed entirely 
through coursework and there are no exams.  

What will I learn?
Unit 01: Developing effective communication in health and social care.
Unit 02: Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care.
Unit 04: Development through the life stages.
Unit 03: Health, safety and security in health and social care.
Unit 20: Promoting Health Education.
Unit 21: Nutrition for Health and Social Care.

Physical education

AS level - 60% examination, 40% coursework
A2 level - 60% examination, 40% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
This course is valuable to anyone with a passion for sport and 
the factors that affect sports participation and performance.  
It is suitable for anyone interested in a career in the leisure 
industry and the perfect qualification for anyone considering 
a sport-based course in further education.  The practical 
element of the syllabus allows students to be assessed as a 
coach and/or performer and/or official.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Opportunities for and effects of leading a healthy and  
 active lifestyle
• Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as performer 
 and/or in an adopted role(s)

A2 level
• Optimising performance and evaluating contemporary 
 issues within sport
• Optimising practical performance in a competitive     
 situation

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
The syllabus places a great emphasis on practical assessment 
and, therefore, delivery methods will also be geared more 
towards this aspect.  Analysis of performance will be 
supported by the use of video analysis software and the 
more traditional methods such as PowerPoint presentations, 
and group discussion will also feature prominently.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
There are many sports related careers for which A level PE 
would be a perfect starting point, such as sports coaching, 
physiotherapy and even PE teaching!  Even if your intentions 
are not sport related, this is a demanding but rewarding 
course for anyone with a genuine interest in sport and the 
many varied factors that affect performance at all levels.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement

Examination board:
AQA

Ambitious for your future
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Ancient history

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
Ancient history offers you the opportunity of acquiring the skills of a historian 
through the study of documents and other sources relating to ancient Greece, 
ancient Rome and, at A2, ancient Persia.  If you love learning about the distant 
past, grappling with the richness (and limitations) of high quality source material, 
reflecting on and exploring the nature of power and human fascination with 
cultural difference, then you should consider this course.

What will I learn?
Ancient history will teach you to organise and evaluate arguments and to write 
a clearly structured essay.  You will learn a lot about culture, history and society 
in Ancient Greece and Rome, and be able to relate this to what you know of the 
modern world. Each year you will take one unit in Greek history and one in Roman 
history.  At AS you will study Ancient Sparta, and Augustus. At A2 you will study 
the wars between Greece and Persia, and the first 100 years of the Roman Empire. 
No previous knowledge of these two areas is required and the course is taught 
with an assumption that the majority of the class will not have studied the Ancient 
world before.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Personal research, pair and group work, practice in presentation and teacher-led 
discussion will all be used to make your learning active and enjoyable.  Visits will 
be arranged as opportunities arise.  In the past the department has visited Greece, 
Rome, London and Kings Weston Roman Villa, as well as local venues to attend 
student conferences.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
It is a demanding course that is well thought of by universities and employers.  
It complements studies in many other subject areas, particularly literature, art, 
history, drama and performing arts, architecture and design. Ancient history 
provides you with training at a high level in the understanding and analysis of 
documents and in written communication. This course enriches the understanding 
of the political and cultural history of Europe and the Middle East and will provide 
a stimulus to continued study. You will be equipped with skills needed for a degree 
in most subjects and for professions such as law, politics, journalism, central and 
local government and the civil service.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.

Examination board:
OCR

Ambitious for your future
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Classical civilisation

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
If you are interested in Greek history and culture you should consider this course.  
Greek ideas, flowering through contact with the East and North Africa, have played 
a major part in shaping Europe and the West.  This course enhances understanding 
of the arts, English literature, history and social sciences.  You will develop the ability 
to analyse literature and art and assess the importance of events and personalities 
by studying sources.

What will I learn?
Classical civilisations will help you develop an appreciation of ancient art, 
sculpture and literature.  It will also teach you to organise and evaluate arguments 
and to write a clearly structured essay.  You will learn a lot about culture, history 
and society in Ancient Greece, and be able to relate this to what you know of the 
modern world. In year 12 you will learn one unit about classical sculpture and 
architecture  and another unit on Homer’s Odyssey. No previous knowledge of 
these two areas is required and the course is taught with an assumption that the 
majority of the class will not have studied the classical world before. You will also 
learn to appreciate the classical influences that can be seen all over the western 
world and especially within Bristol itself. Additionally there is an opportunity to 
study Latin GCSE over 2 years.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will be learning in a variety of different ways.  We will be reading pieces of 
text and looking at images, working individually, or in groups or pairs, using the 
library and computer room for research, reading aloud, using drama, making 
small presentations to the class, having class debates and practicing essay and 
exam technique. Visits will be arranged as opportunities arise.  In the past the 
department has visited Greece, Rome and London as well as local venues to attend 
student conferences.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
It is a demanding course that is well thought of by universities and employers.  
It complements studies in many other subject areas, particularly literature, art, 
history, drama and performing arts, architecture and design. Your A level in classical 
civilisation will give you knowledge and skills to prepare you for higher education, 
which are also useful in any career such as assembling data and assessing it, 
investigating facts, putting your point of view across effectively and work as part 
of a team. Classical civilisation could lead into specialist careers or heritage work 
but it also supports other career paths such as journalism, politics, law, social work 
and public services. 

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.

Examination board:
AQA

Geography

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
Geography is an exciting, topical and relevant subject, providing a unique 
opportunity to investigate the causes of and solutions to many of the major 
challenges facing the world today.  Developing skills of analysis, problem solving, 
and writing a balanced argument, geography complements a wide range of 
subjects including sciences (particularly biology) and the arts. 

What will I learn?
AS level
• Global challenges – world at risk (causes of and solutions to global hazards 
 – physical geography) and Going Global (the workings of our global 
 society, to include population change, the role of TNC’s in facilitating 
 development, the pros and cons of urbanisation) .
• Geographical investigations – crowded coasts and urban/rural re-branding 
  (investigated through class work and a 4 day residential field trip).

A2 level
• Contested planet – use and management of resources.  Investigating the
 causes, solutions and players involved in world issues including; energy 
 security, water conflicts, biodiversity under threat, superpowers, bridging the 
 development gap, and the technological fix. 
• Geographical research – students investigate one topic out of 
 a choice of 6, leading to the production of an extended research essay in the
 final examination. 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
The geography department works hard to develop an effective and exciting 
learning environment.  Group work and personal presentations go alongside 
more traditional teaching from teachers who are passionate about their subject. 
The development of independent learning and research skills are considered key 
at this level and provide a stepping stone to the learning techniques embraced at 
higher education.  Fieldwork visits are a requirement of the course and provide an 
invaluable opportunity to experience geography in the real world.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Geography is a highly regarded subject, by both employers and higher education 
proving to be a highly flexible qualification.  It provides access to a variety of careers 
and higher education opportunities allowing geography students to specialise 
in either arts or science. Former geography students have progressed to enjoy 
a wide range of opportunities including, environmental science, town planning, 
sustainability, housing and social welfare, hazard management and conservation. 

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement 

Examination board:
Edexcel

Ambitious for your futureAmbitious for your future
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History: 16th century
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 80% examination, 20% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
The A level history course has been designed to help you understand the value 
and significance of world events in the past. In the process you will gain a deeper 
understanding of social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. Knowing how 
people lived in the past helps to understand why people act like they do today. 
History encourages you to think critically about a range of issues that are significant 
in today’s society.

What will I learn?
• The Tudors: England, 1485–1603: This topic covers the reigns of the Tudor
 monarchs from Henry VII to Elizabeth I and analyses their impact on England
• The Reformation in Europe, c1500–1564: This topic analyses the impact of the 
 new Protestant ideas in Europe from Luther to Calvin, Zwingli and more.
• The French Revolution:  An historical enquiry based on one of the most 
 significant turning points of the last 200 years (coursework).

NOTE: AS level covers the first two topics but with a reduced chronology

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher-led activities, group work, discussion, personal research and debate.  
There will also be fieldwork.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
History can be studied at most universities, either as a single subject or as part of a 
combination with for example economics, politics, English or a foreign language.  
For certain subjects such as law, archaeology and journalism, history may be a 
requirement.  History is also good for careers in publishing, journalism, the media, 
the civil service, politics, industry and commerce.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.

Examination board:
AQA

History: 20th century
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 80% examination, 20% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
The A level history course has been designed to help you understand the value 
and significance of world events in the past. In the process you’ll gain a deeper 
understanding of social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. Knowing how 
people lived in the past helps to understand why people act like they do today. The 
twentieth century options look into the collapse of monarchy and its replacement 
by new representative systems.  You will look at the growth and collapse of 
socialist Russia. You will learn about and understand some of the dominant ideas 
in politics today. It encourages you to think critically about a range of issues that 
are significant in today’s society, for instance the development of the economy.  

What will I learn?
The A level course consists of three components:
• Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855 to 1964: This topic covers the reigns of the
 last Tsars and investigates the growth of communism and its impact on the
 Soviet Union
• The Making of Modern Britain, 1951–2007: This topic analyses a period of great 
 change for Britain as it moves from the swinging 60s, through austerity in the 
 70s to Thatcherism in the 80s and New Labour in the 90s.
• The French Revolution:  An historical enquiry based on one of the most
 significant turning points of the last 200 years (coursework)

NOTE: AS level covers the first two topics but with a reduced chronology

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher-led activities, group work, discussion, personal research and debate.  
There will also be fieldwork.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
History can be studied at most universities, either as a single subject or as part of a 
combination with for example economics, politics, English or a foreign language.  
For certain subjects such as law, archaeology and journalism, history may be a 
requirement.  History is also good for careers in publishing, journalism, the media, 
the civil service, politics, industry and commerce.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.

Examination board:
AQA
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Philosophy & ethics (religious studies)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
Does the universe show evidence of design?  Where does evil come from?  Is an 
action always good if it leads to good consequences?  Is it acceptable to kill in 
times of war?  Is sex a moral issue?  If you are interested in philosophical and ethical 
questions and want to enhance your moral, cultural and spiritual education, as 
well as your communication skills, this subject is for you.  You will question whether 
the principles on which religion is based fit with the rest of our knowledge of the 
universe and undertake an in-depth study of one aspect of philosophy or ethics 
through coursework.

What will I learn?
AS level 
• Foundations – philosophy of religion, and ethics
• Investigations

A2 level
• Developments - philosophy of religion, and ethics
• Implications

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will experience a range of teaching methods, including presentations, group 
activities, visits, research, lectures and attending conferences.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
You will have access to a range of career and higher education opportunities 
because of the transferable skills you will develop (ability to research, analyse and 
evaluate arguments).  These skills are valued in all aspects of law, humanities and 
science careers, including journalism, media and current affairs related roles.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement

Examination board:
Edexcel
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 experience of solving such problems including writing programs to do so 
•  develop the capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically 
 and critically 
•  develop the capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer  
 science 
•  develop mathematical skills
•  develop the ability to articulate the individual (moral), social (ethical), legal and 
 cultural opportunities and risks of digital technology. 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A wide variety of teaching methods will be used, including teacher-led introduction 
activities, group collaborative work, research tasks, video tutorials and individual 
work on coursework tasks and projects.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Career paths include: Programming, Software Engineering, Computer Science, 
Computer Forensics, Computer Game Development, Industrial Development and 
Medical Research and more.

What minimum qualification will I need?
GCSE Grade B in Maths.  ICT / iGCSE ICT Grade C is an advantage

Examination board:
OCR

Computing
(Linear)

Unit 1 Computing Principles
40% of A Level, 2hr 30mins, on screen examination
50% of AS Level, 1hr 15mins, written examination
Components of a computer and their uses.

Unit 2 Algorithms & Problem Solving
40% of A Level, 2hr 30mins, written examination
50% of AS Level, 1hr 15mins, written examination

Unit 3 Computing Practical Project
20% of A-level, Internally Assessed Coursework

Why should I follow this course?
Science, technology, manufacturing, research, medicine – you name it, computers 
figure in all our lives; influencing and affecting everything we do. There’s a world 
out there just bursting with invention and opportunities. And nearly all of it is 
driven by a computer.  This is your chance to learn the science behind computer 
technology and how to program your own computer applications.
 “Whether you want to uncover the secrets of the universe, or you just want to pursue 
a career in the 21st century, basic computer programming is an essential skill to learn.” 
– Stephen Hawking

What will I learn?
The aims of this qualification are to enable you to: 
•  develop an understanding of and ability to apply the fundamental principles 
 and concepts of computer science including; abstraction, decomposition, logic, 
 algorithms and data representation 
•  develop the ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical 

ICT

AS level – 60% examination, 40% coursework
A2 level – 60% examination, 40% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
In today’s world where ICT is constantly changing, individuals 
will increasingly need technological and information literacy 
skills that include the ability to gather, process and manipulate 
data.  This course is for you if you want to understand these 
technologies for the benefit of individuals and organisations.  
You will become skilful in a range of software but more than 
this, you will learn to apply the technology appropriately.

What will I learn?
AS level
•  Information, systems and applications
•  Structured ICT tasks

A2 level
•  ICT systems, applications and implications
•  ICT project

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Learning is achieved substantially through the practical use 
of ICT to perform useful tasks.  A variety of other teaching 
methods are used, including discussions, presentations and 
teacher-led activities.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
In today’s workplace, those with the knowledge and skills 
to use ICT creatively have the opportunity to pursue new 
and exciting careers.  This qualification will demonstrate 
that you have a high level of skill with ICT and that you 
have the knowledge and understanding to apply that skill 
expertly.  It will be of value should you wish to progress to 
higher education or to seek employment in the ICT industry 
or related sectors.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.

Examination board:
WJEC
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IT practitioners: BTEC Subsidiary Diploma

Level 3 (equivalent to 1 A level) – 100% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
You will choose this course if you are a practical person with strong problem solving 
skills, an interest in IT and a desire to get started in the workplace.  This 100% 
coursework based course will reward dedication with exciting opportunities for 
independent learning and development of ideas.  Individual coursework elements 
have deadlines throughout the two years for draft and final submissions.

What will I learn?
Core units
• Communication and employability 
•  Computer systems

Options: – all 4 will be studied
•  Computer animation 
•  Website production and management
•  E-commerce  
•  Computer Graphics 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A wide variety of teaching methods will be used, including teacher-led introduction 
activities, group collaborative work to understand the finer details of a task and 
finally, individual work on coursework tasks.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
This qualification will suit students who wish to gain practical experience within 
the IT sector and who want to enter employment in this area.  The course earns 
UCAS points in the same way as other A levels and can therefore be used by 
students wishing to move on to university or college.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement. You do not have to have taken ICT at GCSE or 
BTEC IT Level 2.  If you are a post 16 student with a one year level 2 vocational 
qualification, the minimum requirement is a merit.

Examination board:
Edexcel
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Biology
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
This course will enable you to explore both the wonders and the frailties of living 
organisms and the environments and ecosystems they occupy.  It will enable 
you to appreciate how society makes decisions about biology-related issues and 
how these decisions affect the well-being of both our economy and society as a 
whole.  Your studies will enable you to develop practical and investigative skills 
and compare these to how scientists work in current research contexts.

What will I learn?
You will study the following topics in A level biology (AS Qualification: Topics 1-4 only)
•  Topic 1: Lifestyle, health and risk 
•  Topic 2: Genes and health 
•  Topic 3: Voice of the genome 
•  Topic 4: Biodiversity and natural resources 
•  Topic 5: On the wild side 
•  Topic 6: Immunity, infection and forensics
•  Topic 7: Run for your life
•  Topic 8: Grey matter

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A full range of teaching strategies are used to engage your interest and enthusiasm 
for the biological world. Through independent learning, group work, discussion 
and practical activities you will develop a range of scientific skills and a thorough 
understanding of biological concepts. We utilise a wide range of paper based and 
ICT resources and there is also a range of online activities specifically designed to 
support this course, which can be accessed independently.  

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Biology A level is excellent preparation for studying a range of degree programmes 
including medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, pharmacology, physiology, 
ecology and environmental science.  A level biology students learn and develop 
skills that allow them to communicate, analyse, criticise, argue and discuss.  They 
are numerate and literate and are able to present data and information in a variety 
of different ways.  These are invaluable skills for further study of any degree 
discipline and for all lines of work.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including BB in science (not including applied 
science) and a B grade in maths.

Examination board:
Edexcel 

Chemistry
(Linear)

AS Units - 100% examination
A2 Units - 100% examination plus a ‘science practical 
endorsement’ which is internally assessed (pass/fail)

Why should I follow this course?
Chemical reactions are happening all around us and are 
fundamental to our survival and way of life. Studying 
chemistry at A level is about discovering the mechanisms of 
these reactions at a molecular level and watching the results 
happen in front of you.

If you enjoy learning through experimental work and are 
a talented and passionate scientist, then chemistry is the 
course for you. It will enable you to understand more about 
the physical and chemical properties of materials around you 
and understand their interactions. Good chemists develop 
many skills: practical, mathematical and analytical, which are 
highly valued by university and employers, whatever future 
path you choose to take.

What will I learn?
You will study the following modules in A level chemistry 
(AS Qualification: Modules 1-4 only)
•  Module 1:  Development of practical skills in chemistry 
•  Module 2:  Foundations in chemistry 
•  Module 3:  Periodic table and energy 
•  Module 4:  Core organic chemistry 
•  Module 5:  Physical chemistry and transition elements 

•  Module 6: Organic chemistry and analysis

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Students will learn chemistry through a range of interactive 
activities. These will include teacher-led activities, discussions, 
web-based activities and experimental work. Practical work is 
a huge part of chemistry, with mathematics skills playing an 
important role in the understanding of chemical processes.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Chemistry is a central area in science and as such it overlaps 
with other areas.  This results in chemistry being an essential 
requirement for admission to university to study a range 
of subjects including biochemistry, chemical engineering, 
dentistry, medicine, veterinary science and pharmacy.  In 
many universities it is also required for subjects such as 
agriculture, geology and biology.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including BB grades in 
science (not including applied science) and a B grade in maths

Examination board: 
OCR specification A

Ambitious for your future
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Physics
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - A level – 100 % examination plus a ‘science practical 
endorsement’ which is internally assessed (pass/fail)

Why should I follow this course?
How did the universe begin? What happens in the quantum 
world? What does E=mc2 tell us about matter and energy? 
What are the most fundamental particles? Physics is about the 
big ideas and for those who are intrigued by them.  Physics is 
also the science behind much of our modern world. What are 
the forces acting on an aircraft? How does a wind farm work? 
What are the risks of nuclear power? Physicists are excellent 
problem solvers, using mathematical acumen and logical 
deduction to draw conclusions and apply theories to real-life 
issues. This makes physics a very valued subject in all walks 
of life. 

What will I learn?
You will study the following modules in A level physics (AS 
Qualification: Modules 1-4 only)

Module 1 -  Development of practical skills in physics
Module 2 -  Foundations of physics 
Module 3  -  Forces and motion
Module 4  -  Electrons, waves and photons
Module 5  -  Newtonian world and astrophysics 
Module 6  -  Particles and medical physics 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A diverse range of teaching approaches will be used to 
develop the theoretical and practical aspects of this course. 
Every lesson will challenge you to think in new ways and 
explore new ideas. In any lesson you may be giving a 
presentation, participating in a discussion, solving problems, 
using Excel for mathematical modelling or carrying out an 
experiment. Practical skills are an important part of this 
course and a love of mathematics is a huge advantage when 
using formulae to make predictions and to solve problems.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A level physics is an impressive qualification, which can aid 
entry into many careers or university courses, for example: 
engineering, medical courses, scientific research and 
computing. A level physics students also use their highly 
developed skills in quantitative reasoning, analysis and 
synthesis to succeed in business, finance and law. Physics 
may also be desirable for technical roles in some creative 
industries.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including BB grades in 
science (not including applied science) and B in mathematics.

Examination board: 
OCR specification A

Mathematics

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
If you have a clear and logical mind and enjoy the challenge of working through 
problems and calculations you should study mathematics.  You will extend 
your range of mathematical skills and techniques and these are then applied to 
mathematical models and ‘real world’ problems.  You will develop an awareness of 
the relevance of mathematics to other fields of study, to the world of work and to 
society in general.  In addition to the compulsory core components you have the 
choice of specialising in either mechanics or statistics. 

Within the core units, topics will include indices and surds, polynomials, coordinate 
geometry and graphs, trigonometry, sequences and series, algebra, differentiation 
and integration, numerical methods, differential equations and vectors.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Core mathematics 1
• Core mathematics 2 
• Either mechanics 1 or statistics 1

A2 level
• Core mathematics 3
• Core mathematics 4 
• Either mechanics 2 or statistics 2

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will be taught using a variety of teaching methods including lectures, group 
work and independent study.  Consolidation through practice will be an important 
feature.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Mathematics A level opens doors to many rewarding and competitive careers.  
You will find mathematics invaluable if you want to study accountancy, banking, 
economics, engineering, surveying or any science subject.  You will have gained 
problem solving skills and clear thinking, which will support your study in other 
subject areas.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including a grade B in GCSE mathematics at 
higher tier.

Examination board:
OCR
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Further mathematics

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
This course broadens the range of mathematical studies 
available to study and for pure mathematics there is also 
greater depth.  It is excellent preparation if you are interested 
in studying a degree with a high mathematical content or if 
you are simply wishing to develop further your capability in 
mathematics.  

Examples of topics within the further pure mathematics 
units include mathematical induction, complex numbers, 
differentiation and integration and numerical methods.  
Within the mechanics units, study will include force as a 
vector, Newton’s laws of motion, energy, work and power 
and equilibrium of rigid bodies in contact. The decision 
mathematics unit includes algorithms, graph theory, 
networks and linear programming.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Further pure mathematics 1
• Mechanics 1
• Mechanics 2

A2 level
• Further pure mathematics 2

• Decision mathematics 1
• Mechanics 3 or decision mathematics 2

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will be taught using a variety of teaching methods 
including lectures, group work and independent study.  
Consolidation through practice will be an important feature.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Mathematics A level, with either AS level or A level further 
mathematics, demonstrates a breadth of understanding 
that lends itself to further study and you will find yourself 
in an excellent position to study degree courses with a high 
mathematical content, such as engineering, mathematics, 
science, statistics, and computing.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including a grade A in 
GCSE mathematics.
(NB. You must also choose AS level mathematics in order to 
take this subject.)

Examination board:
OCR

Medical science: BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(equivalent to 1 A level)

Level 3 - 100% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
The BTEC certificate in applied medical science offers a vocational qualification 
that focuses on applied science and reflects aspects of employment within science 
organisations or organisations that use science. These qualifications will appeal 
to learners who prefer portfolio-based assessment covering a variety of scientific 
investigations and disciplines.  Each topic will be taught within a realistic medical 
science scenario, making maximum use of practical activities and work experience.

What will I learn?
The course is assessed solely by coursework and you will complete 6 units over 
two years; 3 units in Year 12 and 3 units in Year 13.
Year 12
• Fundamentals of science
• Working in the science industry
• Scientific practical techniques
Year 13
•  Physiology of human body systems
•  Diseases & infections
•  Biochemistry & biochemical techniques

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will experience a variety of teaching and assessment methods, including 
case studies, assignments and work-based assessments, along with projects, 
performance observation and time-constrained assessments. As such, it is 
important that learners attend all timetabled sessions, and that they are highly 
organised, independent and motivated individuals. 

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A BTEC national certificate in applied science (medical science) will enable you 
to progress to many degree courses such as foundation nursing, sports studies, 
applied science, medical sciences, dental technology and therapy and exercise 
studies.  Alternatively, this qualification can also lead to direct employment in a 
science-related area such as laboratory work.  The certificate will earn you UCAS 
points in the same way that A-levels do. 

(Please note that this course is NOT appropriate if you wish to become a doctor, 
veterinary surgeon or dentist.)

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including grade C, or above, from your Science 
GCSEs.  If you are a post 16 student with a one year level 2 vocational qualification 
the minimum requirement is a merit.

Examination board:
Edexcel
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French

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
French is a major European language and France is Britain’s closest neighbour, 
with strong cultural and commercial links.  French combines well with either arts 
or science subjects and the AS and A2 courses are varied and enjoyable.  Studying 
a European language widens your horizons, giving you a European perspective, 
and increases your employability

What will I learn?

AS level 
• Topics: leisure and lifestyles; the individual and society
• Speaking skills on the above topics
• Listening, reading and writing skills

A2 level 
• Topics: environmental issues; social and political issues, literature and film study 
• Speaking skills on the above topics
• Listening, reading, and writing skills

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
There will be whole-class teaching, small group and paired work activities.  
There may be the opportunity to participate in a short visit to Paris and a longer 
exchange visit to Bordeaux. All students will have timetabled oral sessions with a 
French native speaker. 

What can I do when I have my qualification?
You can take a traditional language course at university, or a degree which 
combines language modules with subjects such as business, accounting, science, 
European studies or tourism.  Competence in French can enhance your earning 
power considerably and is an asset in any work place.  As well as export links, major 
British firms have partnerships with French companies and welcome graduates 
with language skills.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including a B in French

Examination board:
WJEC
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German

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
German is a major European language and Britain has important commercial and 
financial links with Germany, a country that is playing a leading role in the European 
Union.  German combines well with either arts or science subjects and the AS and 
A2 courses are varied and enjoyable.  Studying a European language widens your 
horizons, giving you a European perspective, and increases your employability.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Topics: leisure and lifestyles; the individual and society
• Speaking skills on the above topics
• Listening, reading and writing

A2 level
• Topics: environmental issues; social and political issues, literature and film study 
• Speaking skills on the above topics
 Listening, reading and writing

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
There will be whole-class teaching, small group and paired work activities.  There 
may be the opportunity to participate in a cultural visit to Germany and you will 
also take part in conferences and courses at local universities. You will also have 
a timetabled lesson with the German assistant in a small group to enhance your 
speaking skills. 

What can I do when I have my qualification?
You can take a traditional language course at university, or a degree, which 
combines language modules with subjects such as business, accounting, science, 
European studies or tourism.  Competence in German can enhance your earning 
power considerably and is an asset in any work place.  As well as export links, major 
British firms have partnerships with German companies and welcome graduates 
with language skills.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including a B in German

Examination board:
WJEC

Spanish

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
As the third most spoken language in the world, Spanish offers many opportunities.  
If you enjoy Spanish and Latin American culture, are good at languages, may want 
to live abroad and have better career prospects, Spanish should be one of your 
choices.  Spanish combines well with either arts or science subjects and the AS and 
A2 courses are varied and enjoyable.  Studying a European language widens your 
horizons, giving you a European perspective, and increases your employability.

What will I learn?
AS level
• Topics: leisure and lifestyles; the individual and society
• Speaking skills on the above topics
• Listening, reading, and writing

A2 level
• Topics: environmental issues; social and political issues, literature and film study 
• Speaking skills on the above topics
• Listening, reading, and writing

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
There will be whole-class teaching, small group and paired work activities.  You will 
also take part in conferences and courses at local universities.  There are likely to be 
theatre trips and the possibility of a visit to Spain. You will also have a timetabled 
lesson with the Spanish assistant in a small group to enhance your speaking skills.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
You can take a traditional language course at university, or a degree, which 
combines language modules with subjects such as business, accounting, science, 
European studies or tourism.  Competence in Spanish can enhance your earning 
power considerably and is an asset in any work place.  As well as export links, major 
British firms have partnerships with Spanish and Latin American companies and 
welcome graduates with language skills.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including a B in Spanish

Examination board:
WJEC
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Drama & theatre studies

AS level - 40% examination, 60% coursework
A2 level - 50% examination, 50% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
This course is designed to provide a balance across a range of learning activities.  
The course combines exploring plays, creating theatre, the performing of plays, 
the analysis of theatre and the critical evaluation of all these elements.  The AS 
course introduces you to the content of plays written for the theatre and offers you 
the chance to demonstrate your skills in a performance environment.  At A2 level 
you will be required to create a unique and original piece of theatre and to study 
one set play text and one prescribed historical period of theatrical development.

What will I learn?
• To demonstrate the application of performance and/or production skills   
 through the realisation of drama and theatre.
• To demonstrate knowledge and understanding of practical and theoretical   
 aspects of drama and theatre using appropriate terminology
• To interpret plays from different periods and genres
• To make critical and evaluative judgements of live theatre

This qualification also provides opportunities for developing the key skills listed below:
•  Communication
•  Improving own learning and performance
•  Problem solving
•  Working with others

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher-led activities, practical exploration, group work, individual presentation, 
discussion, personal research and debate.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Gaining a qualification in drama and theatre studies will allow you to continue to 
study drama at a higher level at university or a specialist training college, or to go 
directly into employment as a performer. An A level in drama and theatre studies 
will also enable you to access all other non-related degree courses.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement including a minimum grade of a C at GCSE 
drama or a minimum of a pass at Performing Arts BTEC level 2 

Examination board:
Edexcel
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Music

AS level - 40% examination, 60% coursework
A2 level - 40% examination, 60% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
You should follow this course if you are a musician who has a 
broad interest in music, and you enjoy and want to develop 
skills in performance, composition, harmony and listening 
and analysing. This course provides an excellent basis for 
lifelong learning and for higher education courses in music.  

What will I learn?
You will experience and develop skills in all three main 
musical disciplines of performing, composing, and listening 
and understanding.  Performance skills will be developed 
through solo and/or ensemble work; you will have 
opportunities to compose music and learn about harmony.  
You will also develop your aural and analytical skills by 
studying selections from the New Anthology of Music 
(including music by Bach, Gershwin, Oasis, John Williams, 
Miles Davis, Brahms and more) in addition to wider listening.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Group and solo performance work, teacher-led activities, 
personal research, composition tutorials, public performance 
opportunities and discussion work.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
The full course is excellent preparation for higher education 
courses in music, but is equally valuable for non-specialists as 
a second or third area of study.  The course will enable you to 
extend the skills, knowledge and understanding needed to 
communicate through music, allowing you to access music-
related and other careers.  You will be able to engage in, and 
extend your appreciation of the diverse and dynamic heritage 
of music, promoting spiritual and cultural development and 
enabling you to develop particular strengths and interests.  

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including grade C in 
music, grade 4 standard in any instrument and the ability to 
read staff notation

Examination board:
Edexcel

Music technology

AS level - 30% examination, 70% coursework
A2 level - 40% examination, 60% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
You should follow this course if you are a musician with a 
keen interest in music technology. This course will provide 
you with a range of music technology and musical skills, 
develop your composition technique through the use of 
technology and broaden your knowledge of popular music, 
jazz and the technology used to record and produce it.  

What will I learn?
During the course you will learn studio recording and 
production techniques, develop sequencing skills, compose 
and arrange in popular music styles using Logic Pro and 
study the development of music technology, popular music 
and jazz from 1910 to the present day.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
The course is mostly practical with independent learning as 
the core activity. There are teacher led and group activities 
through which students learn how to use the recording 
studio. You will spend one hour per week in the classroom 
developing listening skills in preparation for the listening 
and analysing exam. Students must get involved in extra-
curricular activities to continue their musical development. 

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A qualification in music technology can lead to studying 
music on one of the many music or music technology degree 
courses at university, or can start you on your way in a career 
in the music industry, as a sound engineer or composer.  The 
music technology A level could also enable you to pursue 
a career in the wider creative media industries, one of the 
fastest growing sectors in the country.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including grade C in GCSE 
music. You do not have to be a graded instrumentalist.

If you have not had the opportunity to undertake GCSE Music 
or an equivalent BTEC, but can demonstrate an aptitude for 
music you can apply to do a two day transition to music 
technology course at Cotham School during the October 
half-term break, and then make your application for the A 
level. The course will run subject to demand. 

Please contact Mr Campbell at Cotham School, 
campbellb@cotham.bristol.sch.uk to discuss your suitability.

Examination board:
Edexcel
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Dance

AS level - 40% examination, 60% coursework
A2 level - 50% examination, 50% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
In the first year (AS) you will have two main areas of study: Understanding Dance 
and Choreography and Performance.  Both are designed to get you on your feet 
dancing solo and with others in a practical expression of your new found skills.  
You will learn from studying the professionals and see how dance can have a great 
meaning and expression.  Your coursework will also include physical, interpretative 
and performance skills.

The second year takes you up a step with two more study topics.  In the first- Dance 
Appreciation- you will study a dance genre in more detail and there will be set work 
to study.  You will develop your choreography skills even further, creating a dance for 
other people; this area of study, called Group Choreography and Solo Performance 
includes your very own performance in the style of the set dance.

What will I learn?
In the first year you will sit a written paper on Understanding Dance.  This paper 
will account for 40% of your AS marks.  The remaining 60% of your marks are for 
the practical coursework from your Choreography and Performance study.

The second year assessment is also in two parts.  The 90 minute paper you will sit 
on Dance Appreciation accounts for 50% of your marks.  A practical examination 
on Group Choreography and Solo Performance accounts for the remaining 50% of 
your A2 marks.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher led technique classes, choreographic tasks and discussions.  Student 
led choreography, research and discussions.  There will also be theatre visits and 
sessions with guest dance artists; in the past students have worked with Neshima 
Dance Company and Kompany Malakhi amongst others.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A level dance is suitable for anyone wanting to pursue dance or the arts in higher 
education, or as support for any course requiring good communication and group 
work skills.  In addition to performing, choreographing and teaching, this course 
might lead to such diverse careers as dance therapy or journalism.  Ex-students 
have gone on to study at Rambert, The Place, Northern School for Contemporary 
Dance amongst other vocational centres, as well as universities to study medicine, 
dance and teacher training.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, and proven experience in dance classes, ideally 
contemporary or ballet.  A GCSE or BTEC in dance will be advantageous though 
not essential.

Examination board:
AQA
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Government and politics

AS level - 100% exam
A2 level - 100% exam

Why should I follow this course?
Politics is about the decisions taken on our behalf, how we can influence them and 
how they affect our lives.  This ranges from the decisions of our local council to 
Parliament’s decisions on issues such as: action in Afghanistan or Syria; debt relief 
for the poorest countries; the UK’s relationship with the EU; or policies for dealing 
with the recent economic crisis.  All these decisions and how they are made is in 
some way or other about power – who has power and who does not and how to 
ensure that power is exercised in line with our wishes.  Politics will help you make 
sense of the forces that shape our society and to form your own views on a wide 
range current issues and debates.

What will I learn?
In UK politics you will start by considering key political concepts, including the idea of 
democracy and the ways in which “the people” are able to participate in the politics 
of democratic society.  The course will help you develop a critical understanding of 
how politics, government and political institutions in the UK operate.  For example, 
you will consider what Parliament, the Cabinet or the Prime Minister do and whether 
you are satisfied with their role, actions and decisions.  Or you will debate if the 
principles of our constitution are any good or if they need to be changed.

In global politics you will analyse the structures of and main current issues in global 
politics.  This part of the course deals with some of the most pressing issues and 
debates of our time, including: global conflict and war; inequality and poverty; 
human rights and humanitarian intervention; or the role and power of global 
political and economic institutions such as the UN, IMF and World Bank.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Discussions and debates are crucial to politics and make for a lively learning 
experience.  We also use teacher–led activities, group work, presentations, role-
play and game simulations.  You will use newspapers, TV programmes and digital 
resources to research current political events and trends.  Guest speakers and 
visits to organisations such as the UK or EU Parliament will give you a first-hand 
experience of the subject in action. Formal assessment is based largely on essay-
style questions.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Studying the subject will help you gain a much deeper understanding of the 
current issues and trends that shape the society we live in, how it works and how it 
could work.  The qualification demonstrates your analytical, problem-solving and 
evaluative skills and is highly regarded by universities and employers.  It provides a 
particularly good basis for entering degree courses in politics, economics, history/
humanities, social science, business and related subjects.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including a B in English.

Examination board:
Edexcel

Psychology
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
The key questions in psychology enquire scientifically about the human mind and 
behaviour: ‘Why do people act in such a way?’ This subject offers the chance to 
try to understand human behaviour and the human mind in the modern world 
from a systematic and scientific perspective, examining and critically analysing 
established research conducted by psychologists. An interest in people is essential 
as is an open, analytical and enquiring mind.  The emphasis is on psychology as a 
science.

What will I learn?
AS Units
1) Social influence, memory and attachments
2) Approaches, psychopathology and research methods

A2 Units
1)  Social influence, memory, attachments and bio-psychology 
2)  Approaches, psychopathology, research methods and issues & debates
3) Relationships, schizophrenia and either aggression OR forensics

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A variety of teaching and learning methods will be used including teacher-led 
activities, small group work, personal independent research and discussion.  Role-
play and class-based demonstrations may also be used. You will be encouraged to 
make use of the vast array of information available online, in books, on TV, in film, 
on the radio and in other media. You must be prepared to study hard, engage with 
the subject both inside and outside the classroom, to read widely, independently 
and to practice your writing technique.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Given that psychology involves a critical understanding of what makes people tick, 
it can be useful in all aspects of life - personal, social, academic and professional.  
Universities welcome psychology A’ level for both arts and science-based courses 
as it complements any subject combination and a variety of academic disciplines.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including at least C in English, maths and 
science at GCSE with preference for grade B or above in these.

Examination board:
AQA
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Sociology
(Linear)

AS level - 100% examination
A2 level - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
Sociology takes a fresh look at the world around us and asks questions about social 
life which most people take for granted. Studying sociology will definitely help 
develop your essay skills, allowing you to discuss views on topical social issues in a 
critical and evaluative way.  Being able to draw on a range of perspectives, evidence 
and contemporary issues is excellent preparation for university and employment.  
Sociology provides a strong understanding of current social issues, past and 
present. You will develop a number of skills by taking this subject, including an 
ability to see in a fresh way society around us and an ability to critically assess and 
understand social trends. You will have the opportunity to observe, analyse and 
describe our society.

What will I learn?
Sociology is the study of society. You will learn about the importance of how 
gender, ethnicity, class and age influence us. You will develop a number of skills by 
taking this subject, including an ability not only to understand important changes 
to education, the family, crime, the media and beliefs in Britain today but also to 
examine this material critically. Sociology is an incredibly wide subject but we have 
cherry picked the most interesting aspects of our syllabus. The following are some 
key questions that we will look at during the course; How do you research street 
gangs? What is cyber-crime? How does your background affect your chances 
of success at school? How has childhood changed in recent decades? How are 
women represented in the media? What religious cults are there in Britain? 

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
A variety of teaching and learning methods will be used including teacher-led 
activities, small group work, personal independent research and discussion.  Role-
play and class-based demonstrations may also be used. You will be encouraged to 
make use of the vast array of information available online, in books, on TV, in film, 
on the radio and in other media. You must be prepared to study hard, engage with 
the subject both inside and outside the classroom, to read widely, independently 
and to practice your writing technique.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
A level sociology is very good preparation for university, where strong essay writing 
skills are very important.  Universities recognise that sociology A level provides 
students with a very good foundation in social, political and policy knowledge.  
Sociology is regarded as a demanding and rigorous A level which combines with 
any other combination of subjects.  Sociology students go on to a wide range of 
jobs in the media industries, teaching, business, medicine, advertising, probation 
and social services , journalism and public sector work.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, a B in English and Maths would be advantageous.

Examination board:
AQA
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Business BTEC:  level 2

80% coursework 
20% external exam
(one online test and one paper based examination)

Why should I follow this course?
This is a ONE year course, equivalent to three GCSE passes at grade C or above.  
You will learn about the importance of businesses, how they operate and look into 
the financial aspects of running a business.  You will gain skills and techniques, 
personal qualities and attitudes essential for successful performance in working 
life.  The emphasis is on applied learning and assessment.  If you are good at 
coursework and are a good team player then this is the course for you.

What will I learn?
•  Enterprise in the business world
• Finance for business
• Principles of marketing
• Promoting a brand
• Introducing retail business
• Recruitment, selection and employment
• Building successful business teams
• Financial planning and forecasting
• Using business documentation
• Providing business support
• Principles of customer service
• Enhancing the customer experience

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
The course is practical with a mixture of teacher-led activities, guest speakers and 
visits to local businesses.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
When you have successfully completed this course you may progress to either AS 
courses at the centre or elsewhere, or to BTEC level 3 courses.  For AS courses at 
this centre you will need to achieve a merit in your level 2 course.  This course is 
also excellent preparation for employment or training, especially in business.

What minimum qualification will I need?
Four GCSE passes grade D or the equivalent.  

Examination board:
Edexcel

GCSE Foundation Programme

5 GCSEs and enrichment courses

Why should I follow this course?
This is a one year intensive programme designed to support 
learners who narrowly missed their 5A*-C and who maybe 
unsure of which pathway to choose.  This programme will 
give students the opportunity to retake GCSEs and study new 
GCSEs in order to progress to a level 3 AS/A2 or vocational 
programme of study.

What will I learn?
You will study 5 subjects from the following list
•  GCSE Maths ( retake)
•  GCSE English (retake)
•  GCSE Film
•  GCSE Human physiology
•  GCSE Thinking and reasoning skills

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Given the range of subjects you will study, you will receive 
supportive teaching leading to active learning. This will 
involve the development of critical thinking skills, through 
to the analysis of film and experiments.  You will be assessed 
regularly to ensure that you are on track to pass all of your 
GCSEs.

What minimum qualification will I need?
3 GCSEs Grade C; English and Maths GCSE Grade D

Examination board:
Retake GCSE programme
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iGCSE English language

IGCSE - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
GCSE English is a basic requirement for nearly all walks of life.  Grade C or above 
in GCSE English is an entry requirement for many jobs and careers and for most 
university and college courses.

What will I learn?
You will develop your ability to communicate effectively via speech and writing. 
You will improve your personal writing style and the accuracy of your own writing.  
You will read a variety of texts and learn to distinguish fact from opinion. You will 
develop your analytical skills and learn to appreciate and comment on writers’ use 
of language. This course is a fast track GCSE and does not just cover work you have 
already done in Year 11.  

You will be assessed through:

• Two written examinations and one speaking and listening task:
•  Reading 40% (Core) 1 hour 45 minutes. Questions will relate to one passage  
 of approximately 700-800 words.
• Writing 40% (Core) 2 hours. Directed writing and composition.  
• Speaking and Listening 20% An individual talk of 3-4 minutes on a single 
 topic which leads into a 6-7 minute discussion with the teacher/examiner 
 about your chosen topic.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will receive supportive teaching leading to active learning.  Many students 
improve on past performances and achieve grade C.

What minimum qualification will I need?
Grade D or E in English GCSE.

Examination board:
Cambridge IGCSE

GCSE: modular foundation - 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
If you wish to improve the grade you achieved in GCSE maths then this course 
is ideal as it offers the opportunity of achieving a grade C.  A grade C (or above) 
in GCSE mathematics is an entry requirement for many jobs and careers, and for 
most university and college courses.

What will I learn?
We offer two different GCSE mathematics re-sit courses, depending on your year 
11 GCSE experience.  One is modular and the other linear.  The decision about 
which course best suits you will be made once you have your GCSE mathematics 
results.  Lessons are planned and timetabled to support students who will re-sit 
their GCSE examination in June, but in some circumstances, you may be able to 
re-sit your examination in November.

You will cover all the aspects that make up the GCSE specification.  Most topics will 
be familiar and need only a thorough revision.  The modular nature of the course 
will certainly suit you if you found maths difficult and you will benefit from the 
extra year of tuition.  You will take three modules in one year:

• Handling data
• Number
• Number, algebra, shape, space and measures

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will have the help and support of experienced teachers who will develop and 
reinforce your skills.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Grade D in mathematics GCSE if you wish to re-sit in November or grade E in 
mathematics GCSE if you wish to re-sit in June.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement and evidence of ability in the art and design 
sector, such as grade C in GCSE art or a similar vocational qualification.

Examination board:
AQA (modular); Edexcel (linear)

GCSE mathematics
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GCSE – 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
Studying Latin provides you with the opportunity of 
understanding the structure of many European and Asiatic 
languages.  It is also a beautiful language in its own right and 
by the end of the first year you will be reading original texts 
by Roman authors.  Latin, like any other language has unique 
methods of expressing ideas and in this sense is still alive!

What will I learn?
You will start by reading easy sorties in Latin about the life of 
a family in the days before the volcanic eruption at Pompeii. 
You will build up an understanding of the grammar and 
acquire knowledge of how the Romans lived – their daily life, 
beliefs and customs.  By the end of the course you will have 
read a variety of poetry and prose texts by Roman authors.

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teacher input for grammar and language structure and 
written exercises to practice new skills; pair and group 
work for translation practice and literary analysis; guided 
independent study for finding out about Roman life; visits to 
local sites and lectures, as appropriate.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Latin is very useful for any degree course in languages and 
linguistics, ancient or medieval history, archaeology, and also 
some subjects that employ technical terms based on Latin – 
sciences, medicine, law and theology, for example.  The skills 
developed in studying Latin are highly valued by employers 
– problem solving, logical disciplined thinking, and clear 
communication skills.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement.  No prior knowledge is 
required.

Examination board:
OCR

GCSE Spanish

GCSE – 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
This is an opportunity to learn Spanish from the beginning, either for travel 
purposes or to be able to take a GCSE qualification after one or two years.  It can 
lead into AS Spanish in Year 13.

What will I learn?
The course covers five topic areas: at home and abroad; education, training and 
employment; house, home and daily routine; media entertainment and culture; 
social activities, fitness and health.  It also covers four skills that are equally 
weighted in the exams: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

You need to be motivated to work independently outside class as we cannot cover 
all the material during this short time.  Use of internet support is recommended, as 
well as time with the Spanish assistant and the seeking out of other opportunities 
to practice Spanish, such as a visit to Spain!

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Lessons take place in twilight time.  The atmosphere is informal but fun and 
interactive.  It will be focused on grammar and situation dialogues to prepare for 
the oral.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement, including A* or A in another language at GCSE.

Examination board:
Edexcel

GCSE Latin
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Critical thinking

AS level – 100% examination

Why should I follow this course?
What makes a good argument?  Are you a logical thinker?  Are you interested in 
the logical construction of arguments that are in the media?  Are you interested in 
learning how to put together a persuasive case?

AS level critical thinking is all about the construction of logical arguments – it helps 
to develop your higher order thinking skills.  Critical thinking is not a debating and 
discussion class – it looks at the more technical aspects of logic in arguments and 
the process of drawing conclusions from evidence. You will develop skills in the 
detailed analysis and evaluation of arguments and in writing clear and coherent 
arguments of your own.  The subject involves the assessment of evidence and 
disputes and making reasoned judgements based on given evidence.  You will 
also be looking at how to assess the credibility of the claims of various parties 
in a dispute.  Critical thinking material is often related to contemporary social 
and cultural issues so that you will be able to assess more accurately the claims 
that people make about important issues in the news.  There are four lessons per 
fortnight.

What will I learn?
AS level
•  Introduction to critical thinking 
•  Assessing and developing argument

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
You will be given a variety of analytical and problem-solving exercises.  There will 
be group work as well as individual work.  There will be lots of written exercises 
and practice questions, as you need to demonstrate your ability to present logical 
arguments in writing.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
Critical thinking is useful in any situation involving arguments and judgements.  
A good AS level in critical thinking is valued by universities and employers and it 
can also benefit your performance in many other subjects.  In highly competitive 
specialised university courses such as law, politics and medicine, and in some 
university entrance tests, success in critical thinking may put you at an advantage.

What minimum qualification will I need?
NBP16C level 3 entry requirement

Examination board:
OCR

Extended project 

AS level – 100% coursework

Why should I follow this course?
The extended project gives you the opportunity to be in control of your own 
studies to a greater extent than a standard AS level. You can choose to explore a 
further aspect of a subject you’re studying, or another subject, or simply choose 
a topic that you have a personal interest in. The finished project can be a written 
report, a performance, a piece of art, a community project, a CD or DVD, or even 
computer software. This level of choice and flexibility means that you are likely to 
be engaged and motivated, and gain valuable research and project management 
skills along the way.

What will I learn?
You will need to:
• Choose a topic to study
•  Complete a production log to document the project process
•  Plan, research and carry out your project
•  Prepare a presentation on the outcome

What teaching and learning methods will be used?
Teachers will deliver a taught element including research skills, and advise on project 
management. They will also supervise and support students as they carry out their 
project. Projects will be marked internally to strict criteria.  You will need to be highly 
self-motivated and prepared to work independently for much of the course.

What can I do when I have my qualification?
The extended project is awarded UCAS points in exactly the same way as an AS 
level.  Universities, which currently demand the highest grades, have given very 
positive backing to this qualification. 

Please note the extended project is launched in term 6 of year 12.

Examination board:
OCR
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Cotham Learning Community
North Bristol Post 16 Centre
Charnwood House
30 Cotham Park
Bristol BS6 6BU

Telephone: 0117 919 8100
Email: post16@cotham.bristol.sch.uk

Redland Green Learning Community
North Bristol Post 16 Centre
Redland Court Road
Bristol BS6 7EH

Telephone: 0117 353 3433
Email: post16@redlandgreen.bristol.sch.uk

www.nbp16c.org.uk

For further information please contact:
Marian Curran, Director

All course information included in this prospectus is correct at time of printing but is subject to change.
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