
NORTH BRISTOL POST 16 CENTRE
COTHAM AND REDLAND GREEN LEARNING COMMUNITIES

COURSE PROSPECTUS

Imposition Studio 5.0.3



We reserve the right not to start any of the courses listed 
in this publication; therefore all student acceptances 
are provisional in the fi rst instance. Although the details 
contained in this prospectus were accurate at the time of 
going to press, some changes may have since taken place.

Course viability

The Post 16 Centre is obliged to run courses in a cost effective manner. This will normally be 
determined by the number of students who express an interest in take up, or by the number 
of students enrolled on a course.  If a course’s viability has to be questioned at the start due 
to low numbers, we will explore the possibility of running the course in another way.  As a last 
resort, we may be forced to withdraw the course.
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10 great reasons to study at the North Bristol Post 16 Centre 

An aspirational and unique Centre

We want you to challenge yourself and we 
expect you to succeed.  Getting into the North 
Bristol Post 16 Centre will not necessarily have 
been easy. However, by choosing us, you will be 
joining two learning communities of like-minded 
16-19 year olds who believe that, by working 
hard, they will be able to fulfi l their ambitions and 
achieve their goals both inside and outside of the 
classroom.  We will support you on this journey. 
We are a unique Centre in Bristol, based on two 
sites, in two outstanding schools, Cotham and 
Redland Green.

1

Excellent teaching and results

We have excellent, highly qualifi ed teachers who 
are both passionate about their subject and are 
experts in teaching your age group.  We pride 
ourselves on being a community of students and 
staff who work together to ensure the success of 
each and every individual.  The North Bristol Post 
16 Centre is one of the leading places to study 
Post 16 pathways in Bristol. Our consistently 
high exam results back this up.

2

Specialised A level/BTEC/Pre U facilities

Our facilities at both learning communities are 
designed to provide the right learning environment 
to support 16-19 year olds studying for their A 
levels / BTEC or Pre U programme. We have 
three learning resource centres across the two 
sites.  There you will fi nd personal computers, 
internet connection, DVDs, periodicals, 
newspapers and text books:  in fact, everything 
you would expect to help you complete your 
assignments. There is a Post 16 common room 
at each learning community where you can 
meet friends and relax, particularly at break and 
lunchtime.  Refreshments are available from the 
coffee bar located within each common room. 
Both sites are Wi-Fi enabled with well equipped 
ICT facilities. We have modern and well equipped 
science laboratories, art spaces, IT suites, a 
dance and performing arts space and a sports 
hall, all of which add to our range of excellent 
specialist facilities.

3

A wide range of subjects in combinations
that suit you

We have over 40 level 3 courses and a small range 
or level 2 provision, so it is very likely that you 
will be able to study your fi rst choice of subjects. 
We mainly offer the subjects that university 
admissions tutors want to see in your UCAS 
application form. Most importantly, because of 
our size as a Centre, you are able to choose the 
combination of subjects you really want.

4

4
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We care and are interested in your ambitions

Our students regularly tell us how supportive and 
friendly the staff at the Centre are.  Staff at both 
learning communities care about providing you with 
the support you need in a safe environment so that 
you can enjoy your two years of study while achieving 
your goals and ambitions.  We will provide you with a 
range of academic, practical, fi nancial and emotional 
support tailored to your specifi c needs.

5
A stepping stone to university and your future

We know that it is a big step to leave your current 
school where things are familiar to you and to 
completely start afresh.  However, this is often 
seen as better preparation for university as you will 
develop the confi dence to deal with new people and 
situations, whilst learning to manage your studies in 
a mature and independent way.  This will prepare you 
for being organised in the future. We also believe that 
the experience you have here at the Centre will not 
only help you to become an independent learner but 
to become the person you want to be.

6
Broaden your experiences and horizons

Choosing the North Bristol Post 16 Centre will 
provide you with the perfect opportunity to meet a 
wide range of new people and to make new friends.  
This new beginning will enable you to grow as 
a person and will provide you with a broad range 
of ideas and experiences in a different learning 
environment to the one that you have been used 
to.  By coming to the North Bristol Post 16 Centre 
you will be joining a very vibrant, socially mixed and 
multi-ethnic community.

7

Excellent location and campus feel

The North Bristol Post 16 Centre is situated in two schools, Cotham and Redland Green, and is served well by public transport. Our two sites are very close together and it is easy 
to walk between the two.  We aim to try and keep your movement between lessons to a minimum, saving you time, and to help you get to know other students and staff well. The 
buildings at both learning communities range from a mixture of 1930s structures to very contemporary buildings, which were completed in 2016.

8

An enriching education

As a Centre, we believe in providing all our students with a broad education as well as opportunities to participate in 
activities and experiences that you may not normally have access to.  We offer a comprehensive range of enrichment 
courses across the Centre, such as sports, volunteering and mentoring opportunities, fi eld trips and access to a wide 
range of inspirational outside speakers.  If you want to start up a club or group yourself, just let us know.

9

Engaging with our students and parents

We actively encourage student voice at the Centre. 
We want to listen and respond to what you have to 
say. We engage with you as a student and also as 
an adult who has chosen to come to the Centre as 
an active learner, not as a pupil who is simply here 
to be taught.  We want you to get involved in and 
contribute to all aspects of life at the Centre.  Your 
voice can and should make a difference. 

10
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Welcome by the Director

6

Dear Student

Welcome to the North Bristol Post 16 Centre prospectus. The North Bristol Post 16 Centre is for students in the 16-19 age range, providing a variety of GCE Advanced courses, the Cambridge 
Pre U, BTEC courses and a bespoke level 2 programme.  We are delighted you have decided to fi nd out about the post 16 experience we can offer you in our two learning communities at 
Cotham School and Redland Green School.  By being one Centre, based over two sites, we can offer you a very broad range of courses and superb facilities.  We have an excellent record of 
success at the Centre.

It is very hard to convey the quality of the facilities and the friendly, vibrant atmosphere of the Centre – the best thing to do is to visit us at our Open Evening or on one of our Open Afternoons 
and fi nd out for yourself how exciting it feels.  If you are a student at Cotham, Fairfi eld, Henbury, Orchard, Oasis Brightstowe or Redland Green schools then this is your post 16 centre;  over 
70% of our applications come from our partner schools.  We also attract applicants from the wider Bristol area and further afi eld.

We are a Centre of academic excellence; this year we had a pass rate of 99.3% at GCE advanced level, and were above the national pass rate for our A*-B grades. Our BTEC results are also 
very good, with our average grade being a Distinction*.  We are a Centre of academic excellent and are results are above national averages. Perhaps more importantly than this, our value added 
scores are good with students generally doing better than their entry qualifi cations would predict. Over 80% of our students go on to Higher Education. Our pass rate in two or more facilitating 
subjects is also above national averages. I am very proud of the progress that our students make 
from their initial GCSE starting points.

We are of course very proud of this, however we also know that our students enjoy the distinctive 
environment that our Post 16 Centre provides.  There is more to education, in the broadest 
sense, than examination results.  We endeavour to give you a wealth of other opportunities and 
experiences that will help you throughout your life and career.

You will learn to take more responsibility for your own welfare and progress. You will learn how 
to learn.  We do this through a supportive framework and, if anything does start to go wrong, we 
will pick it up very quickly and help you to put things right. Our tutorial and academic support is 
at the heart of the Centre. 

The Centre offers you a wide curriculum with a broad range of subject choices, packaged to 
suit you as an individual.  In addition to your main programme, you will take part in a range of 
recreational enrichment studies. The most special feature of the Centre is its feeling of community.  
This is a place where students and staff respect each other.  We believe in working hard towards 
a common goal; that every individual should fulfi l their potential, and then achieve just a little bit 
more. 

This prospectus, and the built-in links to our website, will help you to fi nd out more about the 
North Bristol Post 16 Centre and the kinds of subjects and study programmes you would like to 
follow.   We look forward to meeting you on our open evening or when you start at the Centre.

Marian Curran  
Director of North Bristol Post 16 Centre

“I have met some amazing people, this also 
includes teachers.  I have learnt amazing 
things, and grown as a person, I will miss it”
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Welcome from the Student Council

7

The student council at the North Bristol Post 16 Centre has a strong student voice.  We have an 
infl uence on how the Centre is run. Students at the Centre come from a variety of different partner 
schools as well as schools from the wider Bristol area.  When most of us found out that we had a place 
at the North Bristol Post 16 Centre we were nervous, not only because we were leaving school, but 
because we were starting a new phase in our educational journey.

When we arrived at the Centre in September, we realised that there wasn’t anything to worry about.  
Members of staff are friendly and approachable. You can have a proper conversation with members of 
staff at both learning communities. They listen to and care about what you have to say.

You are surrounded by students who are all here to work hard and to achieve their aspirations and 
goals.  That doesn’t mean that you don’t have loads of fun too, but you can learn just as much from 
other people on your course as the classes themselves. You cannot really compare the North Bristol 
Post 16 Centre to school because they are so different.  You are given greater independence and you 
have to take real responsibility for your own learning.  It’s not that you are left on your own and told to 
sort things out. There is lots of support available either through the academic mentors, tutors or your 

subject teachers and the student services leaders.  The staff are incredibly supportive. They help you to 
learn and manage things for yourself. You learn how to become an independent learner.

The Centre also strikes that balance between work and social life.  There are enrichment activities 
relating to science, sport and many other subjects. There are also opportunities to attend lectures at 
local universities. The student council also provides students with an active voice so that they have a 
say in how things are run and can be improved.

For some of us, we have come to the end of our studies at the Centre.  The time has gone past so 
quickly, and most of us will start university in October.  However, to all new students, we hope you enjoy 
the Centre as much as we did and that you make the most of the opportunities that are available.  It has 
certainly been a platform for us to meet new people, form new friendships and most of all to work hard 
and to realise our ambition for the future.

North Bristol Post 16 Student Council

“North Bristol Post 16 Centre in 5 words: Inspirational, 
ambitious for your future, challenging, happy and fun.”
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Programmes of study
Our aim as a Centre is to provide you with a varied programme 
of study and activities that extends your intellectual horizons, 
develops your skills and awareness, builds your confi dence as 
a person and provides you with the specialist knowledge to help 
you access university or the world of work.

A programme of study at the Centre will consist of the following: 

1. Core subjects   A levels, Pre U, BTECs, 
    GCSE

2. Enhancement courses For example (and at the 
time of writing) AS 
The Extended Project 
Qualifi cation; Pre U 
Global Perspectives and 
Independent research 

3. Preparing for the future Tutorial time, lectures, 
    Future 18s and other 
    ongoing  activities that may 
    cover study skills and life 
    skills

4. Enrichment   Extra-curricular activities 
    such as sport, drama, 
    volunteering and many
    other activities         

Final confi rmation of your programme of study is not made until 
you receive your GCSE results, although provisional choices 
will be discussed at your application discussion meeting and at 
induction.

It is a good idea that you know your fi nal choices by the end 
of the application discussion meeting process, as some 
oversubscribed courses may have waiting lists before enrolment 
takes place.  

Government reform

The government has reformed the majority 
of A levels.  This means that A levels have 
moved from their modular format to a linear 
format.

Linear A level assessment

Linear A levels are two year courses in which 
all exams take place at the end of two years.  
There will be resit opportunities in linear A 
levels, but students have to wait a year.  All 
of our students who are following linear A 
levels will take internal end of year mocks 
exams to prepare them for their fi nal external 
examinations.

What is changing?

• AS qualifi cations will become stand-alone and not count 
towards A Level. Currently AS qualifi cations are free-standing 
and contribute to students’ fi nal A Level grades.

• AS and A Level qualifi cations will be linear qualifi cations 
offi cially assessed at the end of the course only. Students will 
not have to take exam board assessments halfway through an 
A Level course, as they do at the moment. They will do all the 
exams together at the end of a two-year course for A Levels.  

• Many A Levels are already assessed solely by exams but 
others that are currently a mix of exams and coursework may 
be changed. There will be no more than 20% coursework 
and only in areas where there is recognition that certain skills 
cannot be assessed in an exam, e.g. creative writing in English. 
Otherwise, assessment will be by exam only. In sciences, 
practical assessment will be reported separately as a pass or 
fail, rather than as part of the A Level grade.

What is staying the same?

• A Levels will continue to be a two year course, as they have 
always been.

• The grading system (A* to E) will stay the same.

• The value of A Levels are unchanged. The qualifi cations will still 
allow universities to accurately identify the level of achievement 
of students, will continue to provide a benchmark of academic 
ability for employment and will remain an internationally 
comparable Post 16 academic course of study.

BTEC assessment

Assessment in BTEC courses will consist of a mixture of coursework 
and exams. We offer a variety of BTECs ranging from Diploma 
courses to national extended certifi cate, these are equivalent to 
either 2 A levels or one A level.  They are graded using a Pass, 
Merit, Distinction and Distinction* scale.

8
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Choosing the right courses

Approximate GCSE range Your main study options

a) Students with seven or more excellent GCSE passes with 
many at grade 7 to 9.  An average overall GCSE score of a 
grade 7 will be required to access this pathway

4 A levels or equivalent, mainly taken over two years.  There 
will the opportunity to add enhancement courses in Year 13

b) Students with 5/6 GCSE passes graded 4 to 9.                        
An average GCSE score of a grade 5 will be needed to 
access this pathway

3 A levels or equivalent programme of study over two years 
plus an enhancement course

c) Students with six or more GCSE passes graded 4 to 9.      
An average GCSE score of a grade 4 will be needed to access 
this pathway

3 A levels or BTEC equivalent studies over two years plus an 
enhancement course

d) Students who do not have grades 4 to 9 across seven 
subjects.  Students will have achieved a grade 3 across four 
subjects

Two level 2 programmes are available. Our BTEC level 2 
Business and our BTEC level 2 Science.  Students will be 
able to study our BTEC level 2 Business or retake English 
and Maths

Students who have achieved a minimum of at least 5 GCSEs graded 4 to 9, which includes English and Maths, will qualify to study on our level 3 pathways.  Students who achieve 
at least three GCSEs at grade 3 or the equivalent, will qualify for studying on our level 2 programme.  We will provide you with a tailored learning programme of core subjects and 
enhancement courses to refl ect your abilities and interests related to your level of achievement at GCSE.  At the time of writing, it is likely that the structure and options in our main 
curriculum offer will be as follows:

After we receive your application, you will be invited to an application discussion meeting to discuss your initial ideas about the learn-
ing programme you would like to follow and the mix of core subjects and enhancement courses that will suit you.  Your fi nal decisions 
will be made when you enrol at the Centre, after you have received your GCSE results.

9
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Choosing your A level, BTEC or Pre U subjects

01. Requirements
What grades do you 

need to qualify for the 
course and do you 

expect to get them? 02. Enjoyment
Do you fi nd the subject 
fun and will it make you 

happy to spend two 
years learning more 

about it?

03. Future
Does this course 

support your career 
hopes and aspirations 
or, if you don’t know 
what to do, does it
keep your options

open?
04. Success

Are you good at the 
subject and do you

think you can make a 
success of it?

Once you have answered these questions we always recommend that students ‘do their 
homework’.  Talk to your teachers, talk to students who might have studied these subjects, learn 
a bit more about the subject matter and course content, fi nd out what the examination process 
will involve, and talk to parents about your options.

You will get three key opportunities to ask questions: at our Open Evening and at our Information 
Evening.  Please visit our website for dates nearer the time.  You will also be able to discuss your 
options with us further at your application discussion meeting.

10
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How many subjects should you pick?

Year 12
Year 12 represents your fi rst year 

of your A level, BTEC or Pre U 
qualifi cation.

Plus...

Year 13
Year 13 is your second year of 

your A level studies.

Most students study for 3 A levels, some students combine 
these with either BTEC or A levels.  A small proportion of 
students will do 4 A levels or will opt for an additional AS 
in small range of subjects.

The programme of study you choose will depend on your 
GCSE results and university / career aspirations.

In your fi rst year you will also participate in courses 
that are part of our Enrichment / Enhancement 
programme.  These are designed to improve 
you learning skills and capability, as well as try 
something new and expand your area of interest 
and to prepare you for the future.

Most students will be studying three 
subjects in Year 13.   A number of 
students also take the Extended Project 
qualifi cation in their second year: this is 
worth half an A level.

11
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Enrichment activities
Opportunities beyond your chosen subjects

In order to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, 
the Centre provides the opportunity for a wide range of 
enrichment activities.  These activities may enable you to 
extend an existing interest or try a new activity.

We hope that you will want to involve yourself in many 
areas beyond your academic subjects.  You will have 
many opportunities to become engaged in leadership 
roles with younger students through in-class support, 
acting as a mentor or participating in sports activities and 
clubs with younger students.  There are also opportunities 
for community work with local primary schools and care 
service providers. You will be expected to participate in 
at least two six-week enrichment courses, covering the 
skills of community contribution, creativity and action. 
Participating in these will be an integral part of your Post 
16 timetable. These enrichment activities will enable you 
to meet other students and make friends in a less formal 
atmosphere.

Each year there is a wide range of enrichment opportunities, 
which have included: visits to major European cities, a 
debating programme, competitive team sports (Wednesday 
afternoon fi xtures programme), orchestras, choirs, musical 
productions, theatre trips, outdoor expeditions, Young 
Enterprise, Envision and social events. There are also 
opportunities to get involved in mentoring and study-buddy 
programmes.

12
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Expert support and guidance

Every Post 16 student belongs to a tutor group. Your 
tutor will take a special interest in your academic 
progress and your general well-being.  Personal 
tutors get to know you very well and are able to pass 
on a great deal of information about activities and 
opportunities at the Centre. They also provide advice 
with individual problems. They monitor your progress 
by holding regular reviews and by helping you set 
targets to improve your performance.

Tutorials are used for group activities, which cover 
a wide range of topics relevant to the development 
of independent learning, the world of work and 
progression to higher education. Tutors are led by the 
Senior Tutors in both learning communities.

The Centre has two Information Advice and Guidance 
advisors, as well as a careers resource area, which 
is well stocked with literature and electronic search 
facilities. You will be provided with informal advice 
and guidance to help you make decisions about 
your future.  Special events include talks by outside 
speakers from a wide range of universities and 
employment areas.  We also arrange mock interviews 
to prepare students for university and job applications 
as well as organising information evenings for parents.

Meeting your other needs

The Centre also has Post 16 Academic Mentors 
who provide ongoing support for students with their 
studies. They are a vital part of our work at the Centre 
and valued by our students. They offer support for 
students with disabilities or specifi c learning diffi culties 
as well as help with general academic study skills.

Contact with parents 

The Centre has weekly parent surgeries, which are very 
popular.  We also have a number of information evenings 
on progress and other ways in which parents can support 
you in your studies.

Progression 

• Over 30% of our students go on to Russell Group 
universities

• Top 10 Universities: Cardiff, Manchester, Plymouth, 
Sheffi eld, UCL, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, UWE, 
Birmingham 

• Top degree courses: Natural Sciences, Law, 
Psychology, History, English, Engineering, Political 
Science, Business Management, Criminology

“The Centre is somewhere safe and has 
a happy, vibrant vibe. You can always 
guarantee on support from teachers and 
students.”

13
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How do I apply?
October

Applications open in October as soon as our open evening has ended

December
Applications close early December.  Visit our website for dates

January / February
You will be invited in to an application discussion meeting

April
We aim for all offers to be made by the end of April

May / June
You will be taking your GCSEs now

June / July
Introductory half day for new students

August
Enrolment is the same day as GCSE results day

14
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The Course Guide
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A Levels Please refer to our website www.nbp16c.org.uk for our most up to date planned curriculum offer

Ancient history French

Art & design: photography Further mathematics

Art & design: fi ne Geography

Biology German

BTEC Level 3 Courses History

BTEC Level 2 Courses Mathematics

Business Media studies

Chemistry Music

Computing Music technology

Design & technology Philosophy & ethics (religious studies)

Drama & theatre studies Physical education

Economics Physics

English language Pre U Global Perspective

English language & literature Psychology

English literature Sociology

Extended project Spanish

Film studies

16
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BTEC
Business: BTEC level 3 National Diploma  Applied science: National Extended Certifi cate

Health & social care: BTEC level 3 National Diploma Performance arts: National Extended Certifi cate

IT Practitioners: BTEC level 3 National Diploma 

17
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Level 2
Business: level 2 BTEC First Diploma Mathematics GCSE

English GCSE

18
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Cotham Learning Community
North Bristol Post 16 Centre

Charnwood House
30 Cotham Park
Bristol BS6 6BU

Telephone: 0117 919 8100
Email: post16@cotham.bristol.sch.uk

Redland Green Learning Community
North Bristol Post 16 Centre

Redland Green School
Redland Court Road

Bristol BS6 7EH

Telephone: 0117 353 3433
Email: post16@redlandgreen.bristol.sch.uk

All course information included in this prospectus is correct at time of printing but is subject to change.

Contact us

www.nbp16c.org.uk

For further information please contact:
Marian Curran
Centre Director

19
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