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Thinking of going to university? Well, one of the 50+ UCAS conventions are most 
definitely the place to start your research. It’s a big decision and it could potentially 
affect the next few years of your life, and your future after that – so you need to 
make sure you make it a good one.

UCAS conventions are great because they bring together loads of universities and 
colleges, gap year providers, the armed forces and employers in one place. And not 
only that, it’s a person rather than a website. So if you have any questions you can 
just ask them. Whether you just want to confirm your decision or you have no idea 
where to start, a UCAS convention will give you some answers.

We’ve made sure that we have spread our conventions across the country so there  
is bound to be one near you. Visit www.ucas.com/conventions to find out more.

Get ready
#whatif your course 
not only guaranteed 
you experience but 
 also the job

Guarantee your  
future with NOVUS 
Talk to us today about an  
exciting career in the logistics  
and supply chain industry.

For more information please visit  
www.novus.uk.com or call 01484 472614



What you need to do
Once you’ve found the convention you want to visit, book your place at  
www.ucas.com/conventions. If you are at school or college, check if they  
have already made a group booking for you.

If you are at a loss where to start then make sure you spend some time before you 
go to a convention to make the most of it. We’ve provided a list of questions below 
which should get you thinking. You don’t need all the answers. In fact we think you’ll 
get the most out of it going with an open mind, but it is worth thinking through some 
things. Everyone has dealbreakers and the nice-to-haves when it comes to what they 
want from their future.

• Would I prefer something closer to home or as far away as possible?
• Am I more a city, town or country person?
• Would I feel more comfortable in a large or small uni?
• Would I prefer halls of residence or private accommodation?
• Is it important to have activities, clubs and societies that I can join? 
• What sort of nightlife and social life would I like? 

Once you’ve got yourself booked onto a UCAS convention, why not make your life 
even easier by signing up to UCAS e-card – it’s free. Every month, you’ll get an email 
from UCAS with advice absolutely relevant to the stage you’re at in your research and 
application. When you register, you’re also able to select some of the subjects that 
interest you and we’ll send you info from universities and colleges that might be right 
for you. Oh, and the e-card also entitles you to loads of discounts both on the high 
street and online. 

What are you waiting for?
Sign up for UCAS e-card at  
www.ucas.com/ucascard.

Seminars
If you’re not used to events then you may not be aware of the seminars. These 
are sessions that run throughout the day at most UCAS events. A wide range 
of subjects are covered and they are an opportunity for you to hear a bit more 
detail on that subject. Topics range from writing your personal statement and 
student finance through to specific courses and subjects.

If you miss a seminar or the convention you are attending is not running 
seminars, then you can watch them online at www.ucas.com/seminars.

UCAS e-card



* Source: HESA Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) Survey 2011/2012. 
July 2013, compared to full university status HEI’s for full time study first Undergraduate degree leavers.

96%
Student

Employability*

Jo Burns, MD of Amplitude Media. 
BA (Hons) Media and Popular Culture graduate.

Follow my story...

MY DEGREE HELPED ME 
TO FOCUS ON MY AMBITIONS



So, you have booked your place? Thought about what 
you want? All that is left is to go and find out as much 
information as you can.
Getting the best from any event can be a bit of a skill. They can be enormous and 
quite busy. But don’t worry, everyone at the event is really friendly and they are there 
to help you decide what is best for you.

Follow this checklist to help you get the most from your time at the convention.

  I know where the convention is being held.

  I know how I am getting to the convention.

  I know what time it starts / I need to meet at my school or college.

  I have downloaded the exhibitor list from www.ucas.com/conventions.

  I have downloaded the seminar programme from www.ucas.com/conventions.

  I have a pen, pencil and pad of paper – sounds silly but many forget!

  I have a list of my burning questions I want answered. We’ve suggested  
some here (see the section ‘Questions to ask’).

  I have some sticky labels with my name and address on so that exhibitors can 
easily send info on to me.

  I have some money to get a drink and snack.

  I have a strong bag. 

  I know how I am getting home.

If you haven’t booked yet
Book your place and get all the information about the convention  
at www.ucas.com/conventions. 

Get set

Our Courses
�ߠ BSc Building Surveying
�ߠ BSc Construction Management
�ߠ BSc Estate Management
�ߠ BSc Quantity Surveying
�ߠ BSc Property Management

Why CEM?
�ߠ Offers good value for money
�ߠ Total course fee - £16,150
�ߠ Earn while you learn
�ߠ Pathway to professional membership of 

RICS and/or CIOB
�ߠ Study by online learning
�ߠ Possible salary once qualifi ed - £48,000

Our courses are accredited by:

Supported Online Learning Degrees

Want to be a Chartered Surveyor?
Want a Career in Property?

Find out more
www.cem.ac.uk
email enquiries@cem.ac.uk
or call 0800 019 9697 
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Is university right for you?
For some, university isn’t a natural next step after school or college. So where do you 
start with your options? We’ve got a few suggestions below, and it’s definitely worth 
using your time at the convention to find out more about some of these, even if it’s 
just a chat.

Apprenticeships – apprentices earn money and work alongside staff to learn on the 
job. They also receive training towards nationally recognised qualifications. Find out 
more at www.apprenticeships.org.uk.

Gap years – taking a gap year gives you a fantastic chance to broaden your  
horizons, but it is important that you work out how you are going to pay for it  
– www.ucas.com has plenty of advice. Find out more at www.ucas.com/ 
how-it-all-works/explore-your-options/planning-your-future.

Internships – a great option if you know what you want to do but you will need to  
be able to demonstrate a real interest in the area of work to even be considered.

Volunteering – if your finances are in place, then it could be an option. There  
are lots of volunteering organisations offering different types of volunteering,  
we’ve highlighted just one – www.vso.org.uk.

The armed forces – a career in the armed forces can lead to experience and 
qualifications in many disciplines. Each of the armed forces has its own website  
where you can find out more. 

Get a job – sounds simple, but if you spend time pulling together a great CV, register 
with online jobsites, keep an eye on the local paper and have a regular look at big 
employers’ websites in your area, you’ll give yourself the best possible chance. Find 
out more at www.gov.uk/jobsearch.

Start your own business – sounds easy but there’s plenty of advice out there for 
budding entrepreneurs. Find out more at www.ucas.com/how-it-all-works/explore-
your-options/planning-your-future.

Short course at a college – a good option if you want to boost your experience 
before you apply for uni or a job. Your local college’s prospectus will list all the short 
courses they offer. Find out more at your local college.

Study long-distance – distance learning means you may well be able to combine 
studying for a qualification and working. By selecting ‘flexible’ under ‘How you study’ 
in our UCAS search tool you can see what is available. Find out more at www.ucas.
com/how-it-all-works/flexible-study/how-and-where-study.

Study abroad – often a search on the internet will give you some options, but we 
have a few on our website to get you started. Find out more at www.ucas.com/how-
it-all-works/explore-your-options/planning-your-future.





Going to a UCAS convention should be great fun and provide you with lots to think 
about. When you get answers to specific questions, write them down. You’ll be 
speaking to a lot of people and it’s easy to forget who said what. Take some extra 
paper as you will probably think of loads more questions when you are there.

Don’t worry if you still have questions after the convention; there are many ways  
to find out answers.

www.ucas.com – all stages of applying to university are covered in detail on our 
website. You can also use the search tool to find out more about the subjects or 
universities that you researched while at the convention.

UCAStv – there are loads of videos about the different stages of researching  
and applying. There’s also one about attending a UCAS convention. Find them  
at www.ucas.tv.

UCAS Connect – UCAS advisers are online to give tips or practical help with applying 
at www.ucasconnect.com.

Exhibitor websites – all of the exhibitors you talk to at the convention will have a 
host of online resources – from websites to social media profiles. If you are not sure  
of exactly where to go online, a quick search will help you find them.

Your school or college – your tutor or school careers adviser has plenty of 
information at their fingertips. Arrange some time with them to discuss what you’ve 
found out.

Your friends and family – remember that your friends and family are there to help 
you make these important decisions – you may be surprised what you find out just by 
talking things through.

Go!

Be Driven Be Driven Be More

CHOOSE A UNIVERSITY 
THAT MATCHES YOUR 
AMBITION 

At UEL we offer a wide range of courses,  
developed with employers, to broaden  
horizons, provide new perspectives and  
develop the knowledge and skills you need  
to succeed. We support our students by offering  
a broad selection of scholarships and bursaries,  
from the £1,100 Progress Bursary to the Going Global  
scheme for overseas study.

Find out more at  
uel.ac.uk/UCAS

Our graduates are going places, if you choose to study with  
us, we will provide you with all the motivation, inspiration and 
opportunities you need to join their ranks.

Going to university 
is the first step 
towards your future. 



Questions to ask

Getting onto the course
• How many places are available for the course and how many applications are 

received each year?
• Are there any subjects or qualifications that are not acceptable for your course?
• What qualities and skills do you look for when considering applicants?
• For art and design courses, is an art foundation course necessary?
• Will I have to sit an additional admissions test?

Interviews
• Is a formal interview part of the selection procedure?
• What proportion of applicants do you interview?
• What is the purpose of the interview, how important is it,  

and what form does it take?

The course itself
• How is the course assessed – by exam or continuous assessment?
• Is it possible to study abroad for part of the course?
• How flexible is the course? Is there scope to pursue special interests?
• How easy is it to change course or to study a subsidiary course?
• How is the course taught – through lectures, tutorials, seminars,  

laboratory work, other?
• What is the staff to student ratio?
• Will I be expected to buy materials or equipment?

A year out
• Is taking a year out acceptable or encouraged? If so, is specific experience 

sought?
• Should I apply during the last year of my current studies for deferred entry,  

or apply during my year out?
• What are the financial implications of taking a year out?

The university or college
• Is it based on one site?
• Do students ‘live in’? Can all first years be accommodated?
• How far away is the accommodation from the institution?
• What is the typical cost of accommodation?
• Do I need to have personal transport? May I keep a car / motorbike / bicycle?  

If so, can it be parked?
• Is public transport available from the halls of residence to lectures?  

If yes, what does it cost?

Student facilities
• Can you tell me about student services, the students’ union, clubs, job shop, 

societies and sports / recreation facilities at your institution? What support 
services are provided (e.g. careers service, counselling, finance and medical)?

• What support facilities exist for students with additional needs?

The future
• Where are graduates from this course likely to find employment?
• What exemptions does this course give with respect to professional qualifications?

Costs – financial support and expenses
• What sponsorships and bursaries do you offer?
• Expenses to consider are tuition fees, course equipment, field trips,  

cost of living.

Finding out more
• If I have any specific questions in the future, who should I contact at  

your institution?
• What are the arrangements for attending an open day or making  

a personal visit?
• Is there an alternative student prospectus? How do I get one?



At a selection of UCAS conventions there will be an area dedicated to UK employers, called 
’CareerZone’. The London, Manchester, Bristol and Birmingham conventions will all see a 
number of well known and respected companies exhibiting within the dedicated CareerZone 
area each day.

Every employer at the event has a graduate employment route within its organisation, but 
they will also be on-hand to discuss other opportunities with you – whether that be internships, 
sponsored degree programmes, gap year schemes or Apprenticeships.

Equally, all the employers below are keen to speak to you, and explain how they could work 
with you and your school in the future.

The companies below will be exhibiting at one or more of these conventions:
• London     • Manchester     • Bristol     • Birmingham

Companies from the following sectors attending include:

Accounting & professional 
services 
• Deloitte
• EY
• KPMG
• PWC

Consulting
• Accenture 
• Capgemini

Banking & finance
• Barclays
• Lloyds Banking Group
• RBS

Engineering
• Airbus
• QinetiQ 
• Rolls Royce

 

Investment banking
• Bank of England
• Bank of America  
   Meryl Lynch

Legal
• Addleshaw Goddard
• Clifford Chance 
• Norton Rose

IT & telecoms
• IBM
• Virgin

Oil & energy
• BP

Public sector
• MI5
• GCHQ
• National Audit Office

Property
• Property Needs You Group    
   including:
 – Savills
 – Jones Lang LaSalle
 – Knight Frank
 – CBRE
 – BNP Paribas Real Estate 
 – RICs
 – Cushman & Wakefield 

Retail
• Marks & Spencer
• Aldi

Logistics
• Novus
• Royal Mail

CareerZone

Teachers and advisers – if you are accompanying or organising pupils to attend any of the 
conventions mentioned above we hope that visiting CareerZone could be added to the list of 
things to do during the day. It is a great opportunity for students to discuss future career paths!

Academic excellence leading to
high student achievement

Founded in 1895 and a University
since 1966, Aston has strong links
with industry, business and the
professions which helps ensure our
courses are relevant and our
graduates are highly employable.

All of the University’s academic,
social and accommodation facilities
are based on our attractive, self-
contained, green campus right in the
centre of Birmingham, one of
Europe’s liveliest and welcoming
cities.  We are proud of our close-
knit, safe and friendly campus
atmosphere which provides the
perfect environment for academic
success and a fantastic social life.

Aston is one of just four universities
where more than half of our students
take a placement year. The 70% of
eligible Aston students who do this
earn an average of £16,000 during
this year but, more importantly, gain
valuable experience of the
professional world making them
particularly attractive to employers.  
One-third of students taking a
placement year are offered graduate
employment by their placement
employer.

Life on Campus is great
– the community
atmosphere is unrivalled
and it’s a superb city
centre location.
Birmingham is the
quintessential student
city: reasonable rent,
great student nights, big
enough to never get
bored, small enough to
feel at home in.”

Eleanor, Psychology

“

Open Day

Sunday Times University Guide

“You will
struggle to find
a university in
Britain more
keenly attuned
to the needs of
business and
industry.
Free language tuition is offered to
every (first year) student,… which
is typical of the University’s
sensitivity to the changing needs of
the employment market.”

Aston University has
been ranked 8th in
the UK for the
percentage of
graduates entering
employment who
achieve graduate
level jobs in the
2013 Sunday Times
University Guide.

Aston Business School

Engineering and Applied Science

Languages and Social Sciences

Life and Health Sciences

Four Schools of Study:

/astonunibirmingham

/astonuniversity

24th June 2014
other open days in 

September and October 
at: www.aston.ac.uk/opendays

Information and Booking at:
www.aston.ac.uk/opendays

Events for Sixth Form Students:
www.aston.ac.uk/schliaison

Come and meet us at the 2014 UCAS Conventions
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#whatif your course 
not only guaranteed 
you experience but 

 also the job

course 
not only guaranteed 
you experience but 

also the job

Come and speak to  
us on our stand at the 
following events…

Manchester Central Arena
11th – 12th March, 2014

University of Bristol
26th – 27th March, 2014

National Hall,  
Olympia, London
2nd – 4th April, 2014

University of Liverpool 
11th – 12th June, 2014

Leeds Metropolitan University
18th – 19th June, 2014

Sheffield Motor Point Arena
20th June, 2014

University of Birmingham
3rd – 4th July, 2014

For more information please visit  
www.novus.uk.com or call 01484 472614

We have large blue chip companies backing 
our degree, providing mentoring, quality work 
placements for all students and guaranteed jobs.

A degree to inspire tomorrow’s  
supply chain professionals

Our Process

 
Year 1 

Develop an in-depth understanding of  
business and it’s environment. There will  
be a focus on developing professional and 
academic skills and exploring the importance  
of logistics and supply chain management  
to the success of businesses.

 
Year 2 

Students will gain a detailed understanding  
of the key elements of the supply chain,  
along with the importance of integrating  
these activities. Analytical and project 
management skills will be refined.

 
Year 3

Placement in a salaried position with a leading 
NOVUS employer, gaining experience in the 
workplace in a role within the supply chain.

Year 4 

Returning to university in the final year, 
students will focus on global, strategic and 
advanced aspects of logistics and supply chain 
management, alongside their dissertation  
they will learn from industry leaders how  
to develop effective leadership skills.

 
Guaranteed job 

#Whatif you could study for a 
specialist degree secure in the 
knowledge that, on graduation, 
you are guaranteed graduate 
employment with a leading 
employer? Now you can.

NOVUS Trust was formed in partnership 
with the University of Huddersfield and the 
Chartered Institute of Logistics & Transport 
(CILT). 

We’re backed by a number of leading 
retailers, manufacturers and logistics 
organisations including: ASOS, DHL,  
John Lewis, Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury’s, 
Travis Perkins and many more…

The Course 

Following a company-led selection process, 
successful students will study for a four-year 
sandwich course leading to a BA (Hons) in 
Business with Supply Chain Management at  
the University of Huddersfield. 

During the course, students will have a 
company mentor, participate in industry-
led seminars and site visits, and study for 
additional professional qualifications, as well 
as enjoying paid vacation and sandwich-year 
placements with leading employers. Most 
importantly, the NOVUS Trust will guarantee 
an offer of graduate employment with one 
of the supporting companies on successful 
completion of the programme. 

In addition to the university degree course, 
students will study for additional and relevant 
professional qualifications, which include 
Prince2 Project Management, a Certificate 
of Professional Competence in Transport 
Management, Health & safety qualifications  
and a Computer Driving Licence.

For more information please visit  
www.novus.uk.com or call 01484 472614



Bachelor’s degree – is the first degree. 
Bachelor’s degrees come in many brands 
– for example Bachelor of Arts (BA), 
Bachelor of Science (BSc), Bachelor of 
Music (BMus).

Clearing – some people won’t get the 
grades they want in the summer and 
so will miss their offers. Clearing is a 
system for you to seek out spare places 
by talking direct to universities and then 
adding in a Clearing choice to your 
existing UCAS application.

Combined honours – very flexible 
degree covering two, three or four 
subjects, and they do not necessarily  
all have the same amount of time 
devoted to them.

Foundation course – for international 
students it is usually an intensive nine-
month course in English with visits and 
cultural induction events.

An art foundation course is a one-year 
course designed to broaden and deepen 
a student’s skills before specialising in 
their chosen area or medium.

See also foundation degree and 
foundation year.

Foundation degree – a flexible work-
related qualification which combines 
academic study with work-place learning. 
It usually lasts for two years when taken 
full-time.

Foundation year – an extra year’s 
study before starting your degree. Useful 
for applicants who have the right level 
of education but not in the specialist 
area they want for their degree. It is 
best to check with universities direct for 
information about possible foundation 
years

Gap year – instead of taking your exams 
in the summer and going to university 
in the autumn of the same year, some 
people take a year between school and 
college to work, travel, or volunteer, or a 
mixture of these.

HNC / HND – are Higher National 
Certificate and Higher National Diploma. 
The Certificate is a one-year course and 
the Diploma a two-year course. They are 
job-related and popular with employers. 
They can lead direct into the second or 
third year of a bachelor’s degree.

Jargon 
buster

Honours – undergraduate degrees used 
to be divided into pass (or ordinary) 
degrees and honours degrees. Your 
honours will be in a certain class: First 
Class (I), Upper Second Class (IIi) or 
Lower Second Class (IIii), or Third Class 
(III). If you do not achieve high enough 
marks for an honours degree you are 
awarded a pass degree.

Joint honours – a degree awarded in 
two subjects studied at the same time. 
You can spend half your time studying 
each subject (for example philosophy 
and German); or you can major in one 
subject and take the other as a subsidiary 
(for example law with business studies). 
(Note that ‘and’ implies equality,  
‘with’ implies a main subject with  
a minor subject.)

Loans, grants, bursaries and 
scholarships – a loan is money that is 
lent to you and that you have to repay, 
usually with interest added (interest is 
an extra amount you have to pay to the 
lender for lending you their money).

A grant is money that is given to you 
that you do not have to repay. You might 
have to use it for a specific purpose, for 
example, books or fees. A grant can be 
means-tested.

A bursary is money that is given to 
you and is usually means-tested (this 
means that the giver will ask about 
your household income and make a 
judgement as to whether you need the 
bursary or not). You do not have to pay  
it back.

A scholarship is money given to you 
because you have done exceptionally 
well at something, like an admissions test 
or a sporting challenge. It does not have 
to be repaid.

Modular course – many courses are 
modular in structure. Some modules will 
be compulsory and others optional which 
you can choose from a list. This means 
you can build up a personalised degree 
course to the extent allowed by the 
timetable.

Prospectus – a printed or online booklet 
listing all the courses available at a 
particular university or department. 

Sandwich course – includes an 
extended period, usually a year, working 
in industry gaining invaluable practical 
experience. Some universities have links 
with employers who are able to provide 
suitable opportunities. The employment 
may be paid or unpaid.

Single honours – a degree awarded in  
a single subject, for instance economics 
or biology.

UCAS – the system through which you 
apply to university or college.

Undergraduate / postgraduate – when 
you pass your first degree you are said 
to graduate. So before you graduate 
you are an undergraduate, and after 
you graduate you are a graduate. If 
you are taking a postgraduate course, 
for example a master’s degree or a 
doctorate, you will be a postgraduate.
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You’re eager to test your ability. You can’t wait to get cracking on industry-leading projects. 

Plus you’re inspired and motivated to start building your future now – all of which means 

you’re ready for Accenture’s Horizons Scheme.

Join our eight-month technology consultant placement during your gap year and you’ll have 

the opportunity to work on real projects with real clients, evolving businesses through the 

latest innovations. A great salary will also give you the freedom to enjoy your gap year in style. 

What’s more, show us real maturity and an enthusiasm for technology and business, and we 

may even offer you a place on our three-year development programme, which offers £3,000 a 

year towards tuition fees and the chance to return for a paid summer vacation position.

If you’ve achieved at least AAB grades in your top three A-levels (excluding general studies) 
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Horizons Scheme and apply on our website.
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‘Like’ Accenture Careers UK 

Follow accentureukjobs on Twitter 

Watch us on YouTube AccentureUKcareers

Visit accenture.com/planner

This is more than a placement: it’s the start of your Accenture career

Bring your talent and passion to a global organisation at the forefront of business, 

technology and innovation. Collaborate with diverse, talented colleagues and leaders 

who support your success. Help transform organisations and communities around the 

world. Sharpen your skills through industry-leading training and development, as you 

build an extraordinary career. Discover how great you can be. 
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